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| '— Her Royal Highneſs. 
THE 
Princess ANNE 
OF : 
DENMAR KA. 


Mapa, | 

"HE acceptance his late 
Majefly of Glorious Cle- - 

mency vouchſafed to ſome ſurvi- 

ving Sermons of this Authour, 
my deceaſed Son, incourages me © 

to beg the like from your Royal 

\ Highneſs now that I am to ex- 

A 3 poſe 


he Epiſtle Nec C: eatory.. 


ence, Reſignation) will not ren- 
der them an improper preſent ; 
for, as all loyal SubjeAts rejoyce 
in, and thereby in ſome meaſure 


partake of, the proſperities of 


the Royal Family ; ſo, your Roy- 
al Highneſſes Goodneſs , which 


crowns the other felicities of your 
Perſon and Fortune, will not per- 
mit you to be exempted from a 


ſympathy with their condition | 
whom the Harmony of Divine , 


Providence requires to move in 


a lower ſphere. May your Royal 
Highneſs never have the occaſion 


to exerciſe the Vertzes of the af- 
flies, 


She another of his produtions, | 

as a little Moſes in a paper Ark, 
and I hope the Subjef of theſe 
Diſcourſes (Contentment, Pati- 


SH + 


i —_ FT s we | '# m—_ 


 flifled, but onely the opport unity 
| ever be the hearty prayer of 


Your Royal Highneſſes 
moſt humble and 


Thomas Barrow. 
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# N hS— 95 Tnoſt render this world ac: 
Eo Foe ble, and” conſtituteth a kind of tem- 2 
 eigerdy ma ; poral heaven ; which he that hath, is 
Lad, 22 9 thereby ipſo "fatto in good meaſure - 
w NN. rift, happy, whatever other things he may 
” », @®b.1.7. _ to want ; which he that wan- 
WE | dpth, however otherwiſe he be. 
IS TER; become miſerable, and car- 
* rieth-a kind of hell within him; it 
WO. bl Ray ow bur well deſerve out 
: | udy aboug 1 care to get 
it; in & /711-Wy who 9] 


fearned in whatever ftate he 2 


70 be content. 
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In diſcoyrſi ich words F 
\ | ſhall confi 16-1654 2am ig firl 


F-45652; {7 the Yermle it-- ſelf). (eoohrentedneſs i | 't 
bY, + 5 every ſtate ).the.nature 'of-.w iT. ®. We 


bl .* Thall endeavour to explain; then thy : "N 
. way! ofataining or producing it, irs, I < 
6 plye by $. Paid in the wy Z bai 8 
s | learved. | | 1] © 
: #T | 198 Þr 
Xx | Favs EX wlicartog hf the vertue:;/ - 3 


The word here 69-9" It" is, ab © 

Tex, Which fignifieth felf-ſufficie: 
<, or' having enqugh-of ones ſelf]. 
- the which :is not to be naderſiood: abs - 
, ys as 47 hs — g me 
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> on hinfelf, not wanting. 
J :or comfort without 


. is the property and ar hag 


great EL-ſhaddai, who alone ſubſiſteth te FI __ 

of himſelf, needing toward his being e408 
_ } and felieity nothing without himſelf; Y 
' | this is repugnant to the nature of man, 


who is a creature eſſentially depen- 
: dent for his being and ſubſiſtence, in» F: 
. | digent of many things for his fatisfac- | = 
3 | tion and welfare) but relatively, cone. "» 
ſidering his preſent ſtate, 'the circum - "2 
Þ. flances wherein he'was, and the capa= | 2 
- 4 cities he had ; which by God's diſpo- 
» 1 ſal and providence were ſuch, chat he 2 
= I eould not want more, than he had in- "i. 
x 4 Þis poſſeſſion, or reach...” He meant } 
= not to_cexclude God, and his provir 
#4 dence; but rather ſuppoſed that as the 
4 ground and cauſe of his ſelf-ſufficien- 
2 | cy; according as -otherwhere he ex- _ 
preſieth it : Not as if we were: ſufficient 2 Cor, 3. $ 1-8 


br. 
4 of aur ſelves, but our ſu ficzency is 
E*] God: Nor did he intend to 1 


" 


|- the need of other creatures. otherwi 


af han as conſidered without; his: poi - 
FE jon, or. beyond. his power.;'.But he” 5 
by | enact gn. this he did not: deſip * 
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hs of Contentment, 'Serm 1. * 


ſport and paſtime, which can yield 
Nay a'very _thinn and tranſitory fatis 42 
faction to any man not quite brutifi- "JH 
ed and void of ſenſe : whence conten- _ : 
tedneſs hath place, and is needfull in 
every condition, be it in appearance /Þ. 
never ſo proſperous, ſo plentifull, fo ;. 
Job 20. 22. pleaſant. 7» the fulneſs of his ſufficien- " 
cy, he ſhall be in ſtraits. 

' * The formal obje& thereof may in- 
no Tom.7. deed ſeem to be a condition diſtaſtfull 
he to our ſenſe, or croſs to our fancy ; 

an adverſe or ſtrait condition; a 

condition of poverty, of diſgrace, of .. 

any great inconvenience or diſtreſs in-. 
ls cident to us in this world ; but fince - |. 
% the moſt men are abſolutely in cus 1 
3Y condition, expoſed to ſo many wahts {} 
and troubles ; ſince many more are | 
needy comparatively , wanting the Þ 
conveniencies that others enjoy, andj*Þ 
which themſelves affeQ; ſince there F 
are few, who in right eſtimation are .], 
not indigent and poor, that is who do 
not Jefire and fanfie themſelves .to 
want many things which they have 
not (for wealth conſiſteth not ſo 
much in the poſſeſſion 'of goods, as - 
jn apprehenſion of freedom from "= 
<1 an 
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wment, * © 
and in fatisfation- of 'defires) firice 


care, trouble, diſappointment, ſatiety 


and diſcontent following them, do 
not onely haunt cottages, and ſtick 
to the loweſt ſort of people, but do 
even frequent palaces, and purſue 
men of higheſt rank; therefore any 
ſtate may be the obje& of contented- 
neſs; and the duty is of a very gene- 
ral concernment ; Princes themſelves 
need to learn it ; the leſſons teaching 
it, and the arguments perſuading it 
may as well ſute the rich and noble, 


| as the poor and the paiſant; ſo our 


Apoſtle himſelf doth intimate in the 


words immediately following - our ; 
©. Text; 7 know both how to be abaſed, phil. g. 14j 


ayd I know how to abound ; Every 


where, and in all things I am inſtriuc-. 
ted both to be full, and to'be hungry ; 
' both- to abound and to ſuffer need; he 
' had the art not onely to manage well 


both conditions, bur to be ſatisfied in 
either. 7 | | 
But ſeeing real adverſity, poverty 


_- and diſgrace have naturally the ſtron- 


geſt influence 'in diſturbing and dif- 
ordering ' our: minds ; that contented- 
neſs is plainly moſt needfull' in; ſuch 
401 "IM caſes, . 
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ſtates Jr ney with 
; byi faqcy: or infirmi age ſymbolize : 
- of, yrs wendy weary ;/therefore:unz # 


ala -/ Of 'par ' 
\iremendaino a to all ales # 
ſirctlas ng create Sos oth: 
ſelves. So; much: fob:the objects, or 
the ſubject of the/wertiute. 
- 2+ The as, wherein the 
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T2 We ſhould believe our condition 

| Whatever it be OG berremnnke Al 


IE 15 
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y on 


ſw” - ous Dew, inſt EG and 'to | accus our 

» atque aftra- {&-the { 
© Uotat crudelia {tars 3 or os 1 = againſt the ſe- 
mater. cond cauſes,' whi immediately / of- 
fend us, aſcribing all to corny influ- 


delity, or at leaſt much: inconſide- 
rateneſs, and impotency of mind ; 

8 that our judgment i is blinded and clou- 
ev | ded, or perverted and ſeduced by ill 
paſſions ; for that in truth there is nor 
$ in the world any occurrence merely 
Eo: fortuitous, - or fatal (all being guided 
® and wielded by the powerfull hand of 
the All-wiſe,. and Almighty God ) 


all other cauſes, diſcern and acknow- 
| Tedge God's' hand ; as David did, 
2Sam.16.10- When Shimet curſed him ; Lee him 
/-  (faid the good King). curſe, becauſe the 
Lord bath ſaid unto him, Curſe David; 
as Fob did, when he was rifled of his 
Job 1. 211 goods, The Lord (faid: he). gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away.z-as our Sa- 
viour did, when in regard to or ors 
arde 


” 


ence ; which proceeding doth argue . , 
in us a Heatheniſh ignorance and infi- | 


there is no creature which in its agens*” | 
cy doth not depend on God, as the... 
inſtrument of his will, or ſabordina 75308 
thereto ; wherefore upon every event, 
we ſhould, raiſing our minds above} : 


\ hat every thing is irregu- 
” lar, which ſquareth not to 
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ns 3b. 
2. Hence we ſhould always judge * 


every thing which happeneth to be oy A 
thoroughly good and fit, worthy (all}Ierarr 22 


any harſh thoughts of God, as if he fu 7s oj- 


were not enough wiſe, juſt, or benign Loeive, 


thrive and proſper therein ; | 
| Placeat bomini quicquid 
Deo placuit, Sen. Ep. 7 5. 
the models of our fancy; © | 
that things had gone much _ E7ip100 38 288 wi bs 
better, it our defigns had bg yes hs rays - 
found ſucceſs ; but theſe pitey wugig)e. Theod., = 
are vain, and perverſe con- | #>-"5- 

ceits ; for that certainly. is ©, 01 #&; age 3 ap 
moſt good, which ſeemeth acts th pes 1 
ood to God 3; his will is a'- Zp. 18. © | 
_ ſtandard of righe, ©- 
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.": wrong, his hat 
þ2s. 0. the mark« of Who. is 


; when-upon. denuneia+ 
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"word. of. the Letds hich - 
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+ our mind that according 'to- 
I : all .events do tend and.o 
- dave $0'6ur 4 yo welfare; being | 
" nof ly noo 40 1s, 26, membersOf | 
- the-warld, and; jn-order- $90.9 
* nent: erids, [bur ferying :29Ward 
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- which is. moſt ſutable'to him; 
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Jer- 29. 11. 


x3 Tim. 2. 4- 
Ezck. 33-11. 
2 Pet. 3. 9. 

Plal 145» 9s 


| friendly. rebukes, deſigned to render 
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us: good: and: happy z; as arguments 
therefore/ and-. inſtances - of eſpecial 

ood-will toward: us ; conceiving un» 
der every diſpenſation that we do as 


: it were .hear God ſpeaking-to, us, as . | 
he did to-thoſe in the. Prophet - 7 

; know the thoughts, that I think toward 
you, thoughts of peace, | and not of evil, 


to give you an expeited end.. 

4. Hence. we-are to believe, that 
our preſent condition (whatever it be 
to carnal, or worldly ſenſe). is in right 
judgment,-all things conſidered, the 


beſt ; moſt-proper, moſt deſirable for ."Þ-. 
us ; better than we, if it were at oug; | © 
difcretion and choice, ſhould put our 
ſelves into: for that God (the. Savis® Þ 
our of. all men, who defireth that no Þ 


man ſhould periſh; who # good to all, 
and whoſe tender mercies are over all 
his works ; who exceedingly tendreth 
the welfare of his. children and ſub- 


Jets) doth ever (here in this life, the 


time of merit .and trial) with a moſt 
wiſe -good-will deſign. our beſt good ; 
and by the moſt proper methods (ſuch 


.as do beſt ſute,our.circymſtances and 
capacities) doth aim-to draw- us unto 


happt- 
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. ha _Y and — 
rn-4g a ſtation for us moſt befitting in 
order to that great end; 'we therefore 
ſhould think our ' ſelves well placed; 
becauſe we are where'God doth ſet us, 
that we have enough\,” becauſe we 
have what God allotteth'us. /1'''''/ 

- There are other more particular | 
judgments, which *contentedneſs- in- © 
volveth,” or- which. are required "tos © + 
' ward it;\ſuch as theſe that:nothing 

orig Ren to-us,-but all erp TESCS/IET'E 
purely divine fayour and-boun-. | 

- in that all rrp are ary and kt 


| but may :well-ſubfiſt without them © i Þ 7 
that a competency (or ſo muchas fuſs - BJ 
| ficeth to-maintain'our'life without in- 
tolerable pain): ought to fatisfie”our 
o deſires 5 Gus theſe, and the like judg- 
| ments will come opportunely to be 
conſidered: as motivesto the raves 
of the duty. © mh on 
"(z.) From ſuch as of our mind or 
 intelleive part:concerning things ins + -: *.. 
cident to us, ſhouldproceed- the fol- "2 
lowing. © þ 
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d by-natural rex rea»; 
Yn 7nr nora much inculcare- - 
This exchudeth all rebellious infur- 
Þrections, and. ſwellings of : mind \a-- 
; ſuch-as-argue'that _' 
e God's government ; that: 
were we able-we ſheuld ſtri with - 
] God's: will ; that we y- would... 
| txkeoflhinyoke; all fuch'ill reſent-: 
. and .repining at our lot, which 
- fri ny en ee panty and his” © --'- 
4 yoke uneahie to us ; ſuch affertions as” /._ © 
the Wiſeman toucheth, when hefaiths-: .-: -- 
bueſs of max \perverteth his Prov. 9+ 4+ 
his beart fevevarh againſt the . 


« 


'n wy x- a-ſweet" and chearfull diſpoſition of * 


" qanxpoduulay. 7 | Fs. 


woot 5 ck ee os £ 
S51 oe 4 ok ” i abt a 3th ak 
x PC, FE 2-103 5b ae; =_ —_ an 1 OT $0 
: J 4 ” I 


2. Of Contentment.\ - Sermn:l: © 
irregular, or unſeemly behaviour.” ©. 

3- We ſhould indeed bear the worſt: 
events with an Iv ule, that is with 


ours res Mind," fo as not to be put-out of has 

engulfrnm.. mour; not:to be dejeted;-or:quite 

2 Cor: 7-19: diſcouraged: by them, nor00 fall ints/ | 

Prov. 12. 22+ that heavineſs; which (as the Wiſewaw 

| mn maketh the heart manto ft 

' "> but" rather Slight. 

Mg & dyes and complacence/in them, 

2 = vole nic, Sis.” \asconſidering whencethey 

2 Cor. 12. 16 " cotne, 'whither" they aim | 

vor 240% i 'rend*: ſych''was the | 

--» dif ſpoſttion and demeano - 

Bic mow Sanuurls, 1 . of mov oft les and primin, 

Col. 1. 11. ; fled 7. Chriſtians inthe 
* mice of: their /moſt g "ol 


AR. 5. 41- yous avfickes: and ſufferings ;\ 
7 did ac 


Heb. 10. 34- rejoyeed, _ Ro did take joyfully 2 


- 


always rejoycing'; 
Ek heart was-conſtanch 


' chearfull. *'Such'a conſtant frame © 
mind we ſhavild maintain, ſo :conti 
HR 


contin 
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ſadneſs may ſeiſe on us, at leaſt that 


Harly under afflitions and trials. We *** #75 
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Serm. I. Of Contentment.” 
contingeticies , that nothing, ſhorld = 
happen amiſs to us, fo as deeply to 
afte&t 'us, or to unſettle us in our hu- 
mour ; that every thing from God's 
hand ſhould be acceptable ; that no 


we do not*induſpe or cheriſh'it ; that 
in no wife we ſuffer any regret to 
quench thit ſpiritual comfort and joy 
in.God; which Zecometh the upright vial. 33. r: 
(as the P/almift faith) and which we $7; 12. 


are ſo often' enjoined perpetually to de 
maintain, as in. all caſes, fo tra 2 Cor, 13.tH; | 
cannot indeed hardly be content, ifwe 

are not chearfull : for it is hard tobe - 
altogether on the ſuffering and bea- | 

ring hand, 'without any pleaſure : the .. 

mind can hardly ſtand 1n a poiſe, fo 

as neither to ſorrow or joy : we can- 

not digeſt adverſity, if we do not re- 

liſh it ; we ſhall not ſubmit to it as 

his will, if we do not take it for an 
argument of his love : «Sex, 7 (faith 2 Cor. 12.103 
S. Paul) have a liking or pleaſure in 


tifirmities, in —_— es, in neceſſities, 4 
I opcrormevd n diftreſſes for Chriſt's | Wn 
Jake ; for when 1 am weak then 1 am | 4 
frog, 5: | 
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4: We ſhould with faith and a, 

Ny and wait on God for the remo-- | | 

val, or caſement- of our afflictions;. 

= hovers ay Hou conihly in Lo | 

orgrace, ngth to { 

nl His our Srviesr ded, "when he; 
Luk, 22.42. prayed, Father, if t e willing re- 
move this Cup ; bh they did in the 

If. 26.8; * Prophet, who ſaid, Iw-the.w ay of thy 
33-2 . judgments, O:Lord, we have matted on: 
- .thee ; according to that rule in the 
Lan: 5. 4699 Lement ations ; » It is good that a man 
.-  (hould both hope, a pas watt quietly for 


© the Salvation of the Lord; and thole +. 


Pal 37-7- precepts in the Pſalms; Reſt in the | Þ 
Þ ph Lord, and. wait © atiently for bim ; TT | 


40« I. 
| 33-20. 62-1- wait upon the Lord, beof good courage, 


25-3 396 and he af ſtrengthen thine heart. . 
4+ 19.15% We ſhould - any'\caſe be ready 
7 with the holy P/almiſt thus to. inter» 
Pſal. 42-2. rogate, and Naſtain our ſelves : & 
art thou caſt down, O my Soul, why art 
. thou ſo d iſquicted within me + Hope 
:, ... thou in God, -for I ſhall yet praiſe him, |. 
_ for the help of his countenance. RET \ 
Reeembriagaaod cotfidering, that * if 
(as we are expreſly, taught now | 
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the Gedly out of eribilation, Che know- 
eth the x per ſeaſon, when it is fit. * 
to dos i he is faithfufl, and wil Mats. 6. 25. 
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we are able, but will with the tempta- 
tion alſo make a way to eſcape, that we 
may be able to bear it ; refleting, 1 
ay, on theſe certain points of Chri- 


- ſian truth, we ſhould never ſorrow 1 Theſl.4.13; 


as thoſe who are without hope ; we . 
ſhould never deſpair of a good rid- 
dance from aur. adverſity, when it . 
ſhall be ſeaſonable or beneficial for us; 


we ſhould always be aſſured of.a com- Ik. 4o. zr, 


fortable ſupport under it, which is u- * 7: 7- 


 ſually better than deliverance from it ; 
-- our minds ſhould never fink into de- - 


ſpondency, or diſconſolateneſs ; that 

this is- praQticable in the' worſt caſe, - 

we have conſpicuous inſtances to aſ- - 

ſure us; it hath been the praftice of 

moſt illuſtrious and excellent perſons, 
particularly of the holy Apoſtles; Ne- 2 Cor. 4. 8. 
ver. was any condition, in outward * ©*-4-119 


reſpedts and appearance, more forlorn 


and diſmall*than was theirs; yet vic 


no-wiſe bereaved them of hope, or 


c e; We (they could fay) are 


troubled on every fide, yet not. diſtreſs 09 » 
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” Ye yer 6 not ſo much 
Ks, or. laoguiſh in our minds up- 
on any. ſuch occaſion; no adverſity 
thould impair the forces of our reaſon 
or our ſpirit ; ſhould enervate our cou- 
rage, or ſlacken our induſtry ; ſhould 
render us ſick, or weak in heart ; for, 
Prov. 24 10. JF ( faith the WW; iſe-man.) thou faint 
in the day of adverſity, thy ſtrength is 
Cor: 4 16. ſmal;, (iis the ſign of an infirm, mind) 
2 SIEM and wa cxagxdy, wot to faultre or de- 
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be, weary of bis cor- 
willing woe fn of the: Apoſtle, oe 

ores by our Lard's example; Cones 13 
der wy that andy _ ca 

tion of finners againſ# pimſe; Je 

be. _— d, ond faine in. aur winds. | 

We! ſhould-not think: God iflow;,-or 
his time. logg and erdiows, 5 if, ho 
| were of us,; or-backward to 
* agg 90s as the Pſalmiſt was incli> 

t ned to when in the day of trouble : 
Etc 
I the C pate Jal0e 

ever, and wil be be. favourable no 
more 3 ds bis mercy clean gone for ever, 

doth- bis\ promiſe fait oor: (everantre 3 Hf 
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mine 'infirmity and it will be -ours 

_ likewiſe, Ne oa: ang ws 

Xn = _ fame _ endre 0 our pre- 

o ent ttate, as we 

- hard winter, or a*time of fou oo 
ther, taking it-for-ſeaſonable _s fit, 
becauſe the m_ Authour of :nature 
hath ſo ap ponned and ordered-it. 

7; We d by: adverſe' aceidents 
be rendred lowly 4n our own eyes, 
and ſoberin our conceits of our ſelves ; 
meek-and gentle, tender and pliable 
in: our temper and fratne of ſpirit ; 
ſenſible of our unworthineſsand mean- - 
neſs, ' of 'our natural "frail / pray. | 
and miſery, of our —_—_— and 
miſcarri y. affected 

" gard to the | Ew 7 pn OW- 
er, to the perfe& holineſs, and ſtrich 
juſtice of God* they ſhould q er 
"= —__— ' ſtomach, - they 

X our if willatneſs, ſhould Goren 
= our hard hearts, they ſhould mit 3 
E- - our peeviſh-humours; to. effe& theſe 
thing is uſually. the deſign! of ſuch 
accidents and” it' is ever-the beſt fruit 
ve rhe Fckiy' that, dg > ” 
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"RES not-thrive, 
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SITE a eyromnlds ahen.  - 
faith 3 —7p this bis man-will I" hok, v6. 66.2) 
even: to him, 'that is of a poor and 
_— Kage and RE my 
word ; this diſpoſition is an inſepara- 
ble adherent'to contentedneſs ; he that 
hath not his ſpirit thus broken; or 
roolliied, yy Om Af oorneo in 
an ve 3 t 1s in con- * 
a and ſturdy i in-humour will eve- 
ry where find that,” which will croſs, 
and diſturb-him- © | 

$: Tt 'is required; that we ſhould, 
notwithſtanding”any meanneſs, 1b 
hardneſF of our condition, 


not be ſullen; or-peeviſh. wud cy 
-many becauſe his fortune”'is* 

than cjiry5<y ſiould not reins o 
J1 | | e 


Rom. 12: IS En ſelves 5 we. ſhould rather. re- 


we want \the 


Os Meng 4 \——_ de os 
ſame 
o_ borrowing A __ 
om their enjoyments. 1s bumanc 
thus to: doe, becauſe of the ingtural 
cognation and (riend({þip of men; it is 
more efpecially:Chriftjan;: becauſe of 
our ſpiritual canſanguinity ; by. vir- 
» tus whereof: we are:{0: knit: together, 


. Rom.12. 15. and raade member's cach to other, that 
I Cor. 12: wy - (as'$.,P and telleth; us) ove member 


Jeff, all the members. ſaffer with it, 
SE yy be padre = the 


mumbbrles I happen to 
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:ommending our affairs to 

6 ring bt g; according to that moſt 
comfortable recept-of our Lord, Take 
\- #0 care, 'ſaying, what ſhall we eat , or 
what Ball we drink, or how ſhall we be - 
chathed; for © your heavenly Father 


If we doe not this), it is 
that we ſhonld-be content ; if 

we'do not depend on Providence, we 
cannot eſcape "being 'often diſtraQted 
with care, and lexed with fear ; 
we cannot chearfully hope for any 
thing we need, nor'be quietly ſecure 
of any thing we poſſ6s. ' | 

10. It requireth alſo that we ſhould 
curb our defires,”and confine them in 
A, the rlarroweſt bounds we- can; fo as: 
Y "a, m- -1ot- to -D more  inquantity,or = 
F Irs ter in'q than our nature a 
| 5; Sura v- (tate do require : if we muſt have'ſu- 
{we Sug perfluities, if we can onely reliſh dain- 
© tics, we ſhall _—_ ſed; for as 
 Fewenb7 nature hath limits; and rw with 
A Zin lirtle ; as there is no tate j 
_ the exigencies whereof may not be 
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| "HoWe fhould aſi. our: eras 
from /all- unſeemly, and-unſavoury ex- 
__ , implying; or ptr 
ng ro 
or diſtruſt in i God; 
i 4 of the: diſcootenned, and jeapatit 
"Þ ra 78.19. rachites ; They ( __ the - Poabmih, 
7 ; 4 :, Num 20» * 5 ſpake againſt God; bey ſaid, Can God 
= - furniſh a table 5 Avg wilderneſs ? be» 
4 8 hold he: fmote the rack that the waters 
BJ guſbed out, and the ftireams overfiewed; 
- 6 | can he give bread. alſo,:can che provide 
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fulmeſs haf iblted me; 
who upon the {oſs of all his) 
-  fayno-moro than this; The 
and the Lord hath taken away fed 
be the name of the Lord.” © 

4. We thould abſtain from all i irre- 
gular, Qlawfull and unworthy cout- 
tes: roward the removal or remedy of. 
our needs, or croſſes, chuſing rather 
to abide quietly under their preflire ; 
' than by any unwarrantable meds to 
ning racteraly; ces viokorty ths 
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thoſe an the' Prophet, breaking our ire, 
and burfling our once Take heed,re- 
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36 "Of Contentment: Ser. l. 
 Iabour to -amplifie their. eſtate: wo 


ſhould rather endure any: inconveni- 


ence or diſtreſs, than have-recourſe to 
' ways of evading them, difallowed\by. 
God; doing as the Fews did, who. in 
their ſtraits , againſt the declared 
Jer. 42. 15. pleaſure of God Þ proc may 


I. So Agypt, ftrengthned themſelves in: the 


6. 31.1 Jirengthof Pharaoh, truſted in ml 


Ezck, 17.15. g of tht brokenreed, :In 
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like a v4 on without S's , they 


call to Agypt, they. go. to. 


Hoſ. 7. 11, Woe unto them, for they have nw, from 
I me ; deſtruttion unto t pb m—_ they _ 


have tranſareſſe We may 
.confider how St. ; eh reproveth the 
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of Goll be. ſo; that we ſuffer for well» + *% 
doing, than to' doe ill. "And, Let them, 
who ſuffer according to the wil of God, 
commie- the ' keeping of their Gals to 
him in well-doing, as unto a faithful} 
Creatour-; is another wholſome' ad- ' 
vice of chat -grbgt Apo fee, © 
"5. We ſhould, norithſtinding wn 
adverſity, proceed i in our affairs Gonding any 

as God requireth, or reaſon putteth 1 us 
upon) with alacrity, courage and in- 

duſty"; performing” however," ſo far 
25 our circumſtances do permit, what ot 
- 4s good and fit for nsx No diſappoint» | Ys 
ment or croſs, no ſiraits or. grievan- 
ces of condition ' -render us liſt- 
{cſs , or lazy ; but rather it ſhould 
quicken and'inflame our adivity ; ; this 

a'\good way : divert us from _ 

the ſenſe*of our misfortunes, and to -., 
comfort us under their preſſure ; ; as al- 
ſo the readieſt way to remove or to a- 
bare! them ,. 23 "rag & 9a, to 
wh: the proſent well, what-ever it 
Fl D3. bs 


jo out , ot 

len difficultly. ſerver, or _—_— | 
_ be ) in a rough or "9296-008.09 | 
T3. mngdy a» yield to di but. refol ow ily 


., TwSwify, - CNCOUNFE them, to ſt 
R—_ with them, fo cndeavgur witl og 
 eu(lw, 1d.12- Night to. ſurmount.\them. ;. are. atts 
” worthy of a. manly reaſor. and... cour | 
yn pers” rage; to. dire iff accidents. to; gaod 
a#fntio its. ends, and. improve them. ro. honeſt uy 
ſes, is-the work of & noble vertue. If . 
g' bad be dealt us, 'we ſhould 
not relemmly throw. v y hart but Play | E 
out 'well AS; WE Cal; 
may. ſave. ſomewhat, we ſhall at pode 
be bulie of pp hve Gato . Put thy 


Pfal. 37. 3- truſt in the Lord, and ly ph 
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® I ocuring 
5 BW ed, we ſhall. be apt, in-qur Lo 
R: E | to "melancholize, and *U 


Fea is; ſenſe fehern wil @- 


6. "We ſhould behave our. (he 
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expe”; forbearing to - expreſs 
wrath-or diſpleaſure, wa exerciſe any + 
| _—_— os op + brit y 


RIOT oa | 

| Oh "it ontly hn bet 

chren- 

ral Law "XC Chatiry rity, bn rk nd 

love, biir 0s" r the ſervants of God in 
"aſe; und the ihſtrvs 


4:7 
hinelf) that 2 Sam. 16. 7. 3 
tie 'firfto hit; 1,7 


Few 23 NT ns 9a) Grove ar 
gain; mben. he ſuffered, did. net threg- 
ten, but committed it tq bimmehas jhdg- 

ach, rights Gy, In all cafes w 
leaſt obſerve the. rales ne: 

pry 2+ 39 advices of the Wiſe-mas + bas 4 

will. doe ſo to. him as-he. bath. d, ay, to 
_..: 1 will reuger t9 the mgn' according 

al bis words thou nat. [will _re> 
wait op th be be Lord, 


Humane the 
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us. from them ; it is 
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 Tþ have we &c. . - 


5 HESE words ſignifie how 

| | Wm contentedneſs may be attain- . 

W-- ed , or how it is produced: 

E It. is not; an "endowment innate to us; anna 

3 / it- doth not-arrt | 

F. it is not to be purchaſed by any 5 avis, 

- . © tt ſpringeth not upof it ſelf, nor ari-. 

= - ' ſeth from the quality of any ſtate; 

| but jt is a product of EI t 2 - 
' bave learned. + 5. 

EE - It is a queſtion debated in. Plate, 

WW - ' 6 Mtexry h agen, whether be 

"tt be leatntd:; St. Paul | 
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*34 
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than with any other art or ſcience; # os F 
the, whieh;as other: arts,cannoc be: ac- hos fentene 6 
quired without ſtudious application of mes perfices- ©; 
mind ,. and- induſtrious exerciſe + No 44 4frins - 3 
ort:indeed requirith more hard ſtudy 4. Et 
Qcre- being; to,omany arificubies,' ſo 


We have no great capacity, no to- Y 
wardly difpoſition: to learn; ir; We -_” 


muſt ,;40-/ 4t,: deny. our carnal 
ſenſe, greets pou ee" fancy, 
and ſuppreſs: ford conecits; we [muſt 
ons; we muſt repreſs | and' reſtrain 4 
wanton: defirts:;'we rhuſt alley and " 
Nil tommultuous: paſſions ;; we. muſt 244 
groſs our hamout, and curb our tenn- "i 
per ;:which' to doe. is a hard chapter "i 
' to learn; Much confideration, much " 
\.Henee it is an art which-we may 


4 


tho 


por that wo Jad lrverk: Pony 4 with 
the lot aſſigned by Gude UNuy: -not 
ſufficient ground: - 

However it is not like cid 
ture of the circle, or the'\Philoſop bers 
Srone, an art impoſſible to be 
_ and which will baffle all ſtudy: there 
are examples which ſhew- it to be'ob» 
tainable; there are rules and precepts, 
by obſerving which we "may gryive 
co it. 

And it is comninty! 4 [ant excellent 
piece of learning; moſt! deſerving our 
_ earneſt ſtudy : no other" ſcience will 

yield ſo great fatisfaQion, or good uſe; 
all other ſciences, in compariſon” 

to, are dry and fruitleſs 'curioſitics; for 
were we quoarmed ate ates _—_ 
ledge, yet wan s) | 
contend, we ſhould/inot be (wiſe « 
happy; 'ba neſs and Rene rag are 
davoala ( things _— | 

Bur how a rnnf-:ahh -xhis. skill--be _ 
learned ? F anſwer , chiefly ( divicy 
grace concurring): by :theſe*three 
WAYS. -1. oF TROY the _ 
| an 


ed by the nature and reaſon of thing 
which are apt to perſuade the 

thereof. The fr way I have alrea- 
dy endeavoured to reg the /econd 
wholly dependeth upon the will and 
endeavour-of the learner ; the zhird 1 


ſhall - now inſiſt upon, propounding 
ſome: rational conſiderations, apt (by 
God's | help ) to/ mr nted- - * 


- ourr ſelves, from/our particular condi 
tion or ſtate;-from- the world,'or ge- 
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teth, that we ſhould. be conteat'; or 

thac is being diſconteated we behave 

our (elves ;very unbeſcemingly and 

unworthily, are very unjuſt, very!in- 

ugg and very fooliſh coward 
al; --.;; | | 
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| y ayowing 
ving his ole. fil 
content and 
eh, we do in- 
both thoſe _— 
right, _— 
Sea Wes : thereby ſo: renounce 
fo far as coneceit, and 
wit ra) tore — 
ſurpit-to ur ings: 
10.0u7 opinion'th Joly Ree WEL 
ordered according to his ney ave 
pleaſure, bue--after aur A apd'huje 
- monir ; we claim ta-egr aq. mf {: 
vilega;of- comming hs > wines; wy | 
diſpenſing: his ſo as to deiqut 
v3 earvers , end t0- Ren 3 
neg 8s'We.tbink-gaod 
Fa, if able, we 


4s 
Obey RN 
IE OPEN 


ty in his rein nn diſpoſe of 
things; 1 


vile woo " an : 
TY ER as « OO 


on'he doth th nx rr th *then ſo jak 


ctive them managed for the beſt, we 
could riot 'but judge it moſt unreaſo- 
nable to be aggrieved, or to complain: 
ſo heinouſly inſoletit, and unjuſt are 
we in being diſcontent. In earneſt, 
Þ Which is moſt equal, that God ſhould 
-- : oy his will, or we? For ſhame'we 

| CA God: Why then do we not 
y let him have it 2 - 


d 
63%; 
oy 


that tn our © int 


, if we eotifider” ie, the 


ee. Sebi. a pen as. ae. ee es ie 


CEECCc ings: Obs, 
us, that it ON to /a Foot our vn 
xl to A, that 512 PE) ah far wu hr 
things, ds goo Citizens al 0) | 
en ROS if we do_not we i za} h 
ate rebellious and fed 

the higheſt pitch of © Rte toward Mer 

our moſt Gratious Sovereign. ' _ 

Again, there, can be no grefter in- 

jury, or affront o to God, than 


to g7ve him the lie, by quetionn his z Joh. 5. 16] | 


veracity,. or fidelity ; this. diſcontene. 
' | plainly doth involve : for God hath. 
expreſly declared nl ready rod 
all occaſions to doe us good 
promiſed to care for ws, = never wy Metz 6. 5; 
"| forſake ws, of leave us deſtitute; w 6h 
word of his if. we did-not aſt, and 4 
rake him. co be unfaithfull, we could 
not. be diſcontent:” As rio mian- is dif 
pleaſed with his condirion, ot ſulpici- . 
ous, of warit, wlio knoweth that he. 
' hath aburidant ſupply of all he can. 
need. in a ſure a phe: that he hath a. 
perſon me moſt molt witling, moſt 
faithful ged to ſiccour hum; ſg 
tet fieve God to be true , who . 
hath. promiſed to Lg us, we could 


editious, whiich is hu 5 7s 2-4 


$raen 

G ASC 34, 
Por 
-_ 


ny 
_ dilconterited ive. far of ary, 
«' av kat in % doing, ſuf. 


pet God to be deficient In * apo 
Burn us, or ylang to1 oP us; or 
we | muſt apprehend him'i ittipotear , 
_ and unable o perform what hewould, | 
.:and what he hath promiſed, for us 
( like thoſe "KBRdels, who ' ſaid , Can 
Plal. 78. 19. God furniſh : fable in the wilderneſs 2 
_ Can he gre bread alſo, can he provide 
Hh fo or "I peaple >). which conceits 
are Allo very utiorthy, and 
iro yl him. | 
, Gratitude Eh of us this 
| duty: for we ng; al he iphr, or title 
to any thing 42 lt t we have com- 
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ſenſual conceits; or hs are by 
God deſigned, and diſpenſed for our 
ood, gratitude requireth, 'that we 
ould thank God for them, and not 
murmur-againſt them; '' j 
Surely if inſtead of rendring God 
thanks for all the excellent gifts, which 
he molt liberally ( without any pre- 
vious obligation. tous , or deſert of 
ours ) hath beſtowed on us, and con- 
tinueth to beſtow, we fret, and quar- 


_ rel,' that he-doth not in ſmaller mats 


ters ſeem to cocker us,weare extreme- | 
ly ingratefull, and diſingenuous to- 
ward him: If -any great. perſon here 
ſhould freely beſtow on usgifts of huge 
value ( high preferment, or much 
wealth) but with good reaſon, as we 
might preſume, ſhould withhold from 
us ſome ttiffe, that we fanſie or dote 
on , ſhould we not be very unwor- 
thy, if we ſhould take it ill, and be 
angry with him: for that cauſe ? The 
cafe is plaitily the fame; God hath in 


the :frankeſt 'manner beſtowed on us 


innumerable and incſtimable goods , 
in” compatrifon- whereto any comfort 


. of toivertience of our Rate, here is 


E 2 . very 
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Of Contentment. 
very trivial and deſpicable; \Are we 
not therefore -very ingratefull, if we 
heinouſly reſent the want of any ſach 
things; -if upon any ſuch accompt we - 
diſguſt his Providence? Do we not 
deal , beyond all expreſſion, unwor- 
thily with God, in ſo much underva- 
luing the goods which” he hath given 
us, or doth offer us, and hath put m 


our reach > He hath made us capable 


of the greateſt goods. imaginable, and 
faithfully upon eaſie terms proffereth 
them to us; he even tendereth him- 
ſelf ( himſelf, the immenſe and all- 
comprehending good; the fountain of 
all joy and bits to be fully enjoyed 

by us; his wiſedom he offereth to in- 

ſtruct and guide us, his power to pro- 


| tet and guard us, his fullneſs to ſup- 


ply us, his goodneſs to comfort us; he - 
offereth his love and favour to us, in 
having which we virtually, 'and' in ef- 
fe&t have all things ; becoming there- 
by, in the higheſt degree; rich and ho- 

nourable and happy ; And is it not 
then outrageous unworthineſs to prize 
any other thing ( any petty accom-- 
modation of this tranſitory life, any 
pitifull toy here ) ſo much, -2s. to be |, 
et -- - diſpleaſed : 
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_diſpleaſed for the want thereof ; as if - 
all this were not-enough--to 'fatisfie ; 
our needs, / or. ſatiate our deſires ; as - 
if notwithſtanding all.cheſe immenſe | 
effuſion3-( yea as it were profuſions-) 
of bounty upon us, we could be indi- 
gent or unhappy ? Sha# we ( to uſe 
that holy and moſt ingenuous conſi- | 
deration of Fob) receive ſo much good Job 2. 10. 
from the bountifull- hand of God, and 
ſhall we not contentedly receive, or bear 
fo ſmall evils from him ? Evils indeed 

' In name, and to groſs ſenſe, but not 

ſo in reality, not fo.in effec, at leaſt | 

not ſo_ in God's deſign ; \but rather Eiwess | 

things very convenient and profitable \,,758 

for-us;. which is another aggravation 5» 4,9;6 

of our ingratitude ; for hang 


| IN novlas ful 
 : - Are we notalſo very ingratefull in « m5;;zc. 
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miſapprehending, and diſliking that , {44 Philagin 7 7 
which God:doeth out of very gratious you vicae. - 
intentions toward us ;- in loathing -his Naz Ep. 65. *; 
farherly and friendly diſpenfations ; fra vl 7 
the fatherly chaſtiſements and friend- &: #9, 2 
ly diſciplines, which he unwillingly = #79 », 
is forced (is I fay forced by his own ah 4 


great love, and by our preſſing needs) ew, y n | "4 
to inflict or.-impoſe = us ? Surely Ny.s, & þ. 
our ill opinion of, or deſpifing. ( as the £». 53 
CES js E 3 Wife- Prov. 3- Ite 


IWiſe-man calleth it ) theſe unpleaſant 
| Ss is no ſmall fanit.; Neither 
will our not diſcerning (out of affec- 


ted dulneſs, and ſtupid pravity not dif, 


cerning ) the wiſedom of Gdd's me- 
thods, and the -wholſomeneſs of the 


Ke 


7, Con REN. ""Yirm I ' "M | 


means he uſeth to better us, excuſe us. 


trom foul ingratitude. 
"Euxen 3- Again, upon many accompts , 


_ evs 755 I reaſon tarther dictateth- 1n: reſpeGt to. 


| lege = God, that we ſhould be content : bee 
5c 7% 24s cauſe it is moſt reaſonable-to acqui- 
x99em #9" efce in God's choice of our ſtate, -he 


Tas om 


noph.de Soc” and infinitely better -underſt 


what is good for us than we can dot 


becauſe he-is well affefted to us, and 
Charior eff 24. More truely loveth us than we do our 
bs bono quam ſelves ; becauſe he hath a: juſt right , 
Sibi, and irreſiſtible power to.dypoſe ot us, 
the which(whatever we-cah doe, how- 


=D ber, Xe being infinitely more wiſe than we. 


ever we reſent it ) he will effeually | 


_ -make uſe of, whence it is'e 


fooliſh robe diſcontent: fooliſh it is to : 
be diffatisfied with the refults-of: his - 
wiſedom, adhering to our vain appre- 


henſions ; foolifh to diftruſt his | 
neſs in compliance withiour:. al gr 


love; foolilh 't to conteſt his unqueſti- 
67 Et onable _ 
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E Sy Te, Kot 'Edyn xaal- | 1 
oo at ou which _ can no-w «fon wi, 
help, to. bar nas t-which ladgeth' in 3rter* 
heaven gh aboge MN Bles ne d Plieige Pp pee 
deaf nec 4; Exith 
wailings; for if we thin b efegn our Fa p 
pleaſure y Fit ll aſet Ho at pots com- 

E 


plaints will bans 2s El 'our 
condition, or comply with cur wiſhes, 
we do conceit yainly,. nc a any 
bY our 1m4- 

of he Yea, or 


furn the hr of Rivers Dekyare ; E 
ſooner, by our cries, may we ſtay the "ov 2p : 
"Sun, and. f ON ge all ws bores Of thi wphtis wine A 
Stars, .than by our paſſh Megate reſent- wot 
ments HRP 1MOa, n full & - fn, we can Þ. w- 
check I oor nt of affairs, or alter 
that ſtate of thi $, ich Þ by) Gods 
"high decree eſtabliſhed: di Fontemes 
ſe Fan - will rat faſten, - coo Os 
Wd e; ap a7 in Rs ole place; Z bh i tn wo 
AS it high oth and &f EN- pany ul 
Pong 44 guilt, | io it ; on God win Eurips 
ye, and tO aug! ur £ 
-ThwH ingup our rap $10E caſed, | 


T7 BY 
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xion an meanour hath to God, \ 
Ipduce us to bear our caſe contented- 


Iy- | 


"0 Again , Reflening | upon our 
Ef OT we may obſerve much reaſon 
to be content with our ſtate; in what- 


ever capacity we look upon our ſelves , 
1tin reaſon becometh us, we in duty 
are obliged to be ſo. 


_ As: men 'and creatures we naturally 


re indigent and impotent ; 'we have 
no juſt claim to any thing, nor any ' 


efſion maintainable by onr power; 
all that we have, or can have, cometh' 
from moſt pure courteſie and bo 


unty 3 
wherefore how little ſoever'is allow- 


ed us, we haye.no wron done us, nor 
can we juſtly complain thereat: Such 
'as we.are muſt. not pretend 

chuſers ; ; if any rhing ck gu 

may beglad, we ſh 

__ Ie 1s Aol thoſe who cg he 
and a power to-maintain it, to i 
and expoſhulate, if their duo be with- - 
hl: ut for us that-never had any 


which: we could call our own; © 


Var ye no pouer to got or keep any; . 
thing, 


_.. 


| thing, for us that came 1 ito the world 
naked and defenſeleſs, that hve here in 
continual, abſolute and arbitrary de- 


pendance' for all our livelihood. and . 
ſubſiſtence; to conteſt with him that - 


maintaineth ' us; or to complain of his 
dealing, is ridiculouſly abſurd and 
Vain: En MW 
Upon a moral accompt we have 
leſs reaſon to. challenge ought, or to 
complain of any thing; for we dee 
ſerve nothing but evil : If we rightly 
eſteem and value our ſelves, any thin 
will ſeem good enough for us, any con- 
dition-will appear better than we de- 


ſerve : duly examining the imperfe&i- 


ons and infirmities ot our nature, the 
diforder and depravednefs.of our 
heatts, the demeanours and enormi- 
tiesof our lives, we cannot but appre- 
' hend, that weare even war's of the 


crumbs which fa# from vur maſters ta- Mat. rs. 15. 


Blz;'we cannot but acknowledge with 


the good Parriareh, that we. are leſs goa, 42. 16, * * 


than the leaſt of God's mercies.  Con- 
 fidering our natural unworthinefs, we 
thall ſee that we-deferve not ſo much 
asthoſe "common benefits which all 
meg enjoy, 'and without which ws 
# 


canmee 
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canngr coſi fo that in regard pi, 


them we { y to acknow- | 
edge with the el TATY Lord what y © 
Plal. 44: 3- wi = thoy takeſt knowledge of him, 


Job 7. 27 or the Son of / pu that thon mateſt ac- 
comp of him ? Trying our hearts, 2nd 
examining our ways , we ſhall ſoog 
diſcover it tobe abundant merc thi 
we gre not utterly deprivedof al 
things , ſirjpt of all comforts, yea dif 

{ſed of our yery. being and life ig 
elf; that we are. obliged to acknow- 
ledge with thoſe j a0. he Lamentations, 

Lam. 3. 22- 7? is of the 1 s mercies that we are 
not conſumed , becauſe his compaſſions 
fail not. Were ve vt, better an We 
are , 


and wi 


will", 
he 6 4+ by A F, 
* Kim. proud* belpers do foo ler im; ap 
32 » much eſs hall T; og 7 
out my words to realoy with him; Se 


though T were rig HOPS. » wht 
anſwer, Ht T wou X 
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Judge it is much more unſeemly. - ' 


Nothing can be more abſurd, than 
for men 10 deeply indebted, than for 
ſinners ſo very obnoxious to wrath, to 


be aggrieved: in any ſtate: Shall we, - ei 


who'are conſcious to our ſelves of .ſo 
many great (ins againſt ourGod who 


by wiltull tranſgreſſions, -ar-ſlothfull 


_—_— have: 10 much afironteg and 
ed him; who have ſo lictle re- 
quited his love, and ſo-mach” abuſed 
is patience;/ who haye born fo little 

it, and'rendred him do little ſervice, 
thall- we be' angry that our humour is 
not pleaſed'in all-chings? Shall we at- 
fect to fwim i plenty, to wallow in 
pleaſure,” to-bask our ſelves; in eaſe ; 
to/ be. fed with gdaintics, to 'be gaily 
cloathed ; to flourith 'in 'a' brave/and 
ſplendid condition, to be worſhipped 


and' honoured, who deſerve not the 
meaneſt \comperence , or loweſt re- 


ſpe&, to whom it! is a great” favour 
that we are permitted toſubſiſt, whom 
Twit juſticewquld often have caft in- 


to-utter Miſery and diſconſdjatencſs? 


It 


ty, to debate with} | 
to (queſtion: the/ proceedings of our - 


an: 
a; . 
PATENTS 
Ly dre, 0 
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Mie. 9. 9. 


Ezr. 9. 13- 
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world, . but. to bleſs God's exceeding 
mercy, that they abide there' on this 


ſide: cf the bottomleſs pit; 'tis. their 
part, with moſt ſubmiſſive patience, to - 


bear whatever is inflicted on them , 
humbly ſaying with him inthe Prophet, 
T will bear the indignation of the Lord, 
becauſe I have. finned againſt him. See» 
ing, whatever our:croſles or ſufferings 


be, we cannot but confeſs to God 


with thoſe in Ezra, Thou haſt punifhe 


ed us:leſs:than our a eh deſerve; 
bei ainers upon the-matter, havin 

ſo o— of cur bt remitted in + 
fe, being 1n compariſon:to what: was 
due. to us very tolerably,:yea very: fa- 
vourably dealt with, Why ſhould iwe 
be ditatisfied > If in ſuch : caſes'men 


' ſhould deal:ſo favourably. with us, we 
ſhould be:much pleaſed, and ready:to 


thank' them ; Why then; ſhould we 
take it ll-of God, when he, even in 


| his hardeſt proceedings againſt us; ex- 
preſſeth. ſo much indulgence and mere | 


cy? WK YTH IEEE MILES: # 
If we-muſt be difpleaſed, and-Juſt 


to complain, we-have: reaſon. much 


rather 
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rather to accuſe our ſelves; than to ex- 
claim' at Providence , to bewail our 
ſins, than to deplore our fortune + for . 
- our evils are not indeed ſo-much the 
voluntary works of God, who doth not 
affirtt willingly, or grieve the children: 
of men, as the natural produdts of our 

' fins, -which we'do wilfully commit : 
It is ( as the Prophet ſpeaketh) our Jer. 5- 25- 
fins that withhold good things from us ; 

and bring evil things ppon us: Foods, Pal. £07. 194 
becauſe of their tranſgreſſion, and be- 
cauſe of their iniquittes, are  afflifled. 

We make adverſity neceſ{ary, . or ex- | 
pedient for us, then we cry out upon Jer. 17. 10. 
it: we labour in Planting, buticannot ;,; 64, 2" 
brook the fruit' of our doings; we, like 
prodigals, fling \away-our eſtate in 

wanton profuſions, then complain 'of 

want; we, affe& and chuſe the | cau- 

ſes, but loath, and cannot abide the | 

certain conſequences; ſo fond if our 

conceits, ſo perverſe are we in our af 

feftions: Wherefore ' doth the living Lam.z.46; 
man complain, for the puniſhment of hjs - 
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fins * ſo well might the Prophet de- * 423 


. mand- and expoſtulate. 

We: may. farther , laoking on' our 

ſelyes; conſider our felves as ſervants ' 
By! _ to. 
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to God; or rather as ſlaves; abfoluti 
fubjeU ro his diſpoſal; And ſhall any 
feryvant; ſhall a mere ſhve preſume S 
chuſe his place, or determine his rank 


Mm the family ? Shall he a point co 


himſelf. what office he will dif 


what garb he ſhall go in,* what 
he muſt have.; what he will rg pry 


- how he ſhall be accommodated? Is it 


not fit that all theſe things ſhould be 
left to our Maſter's diſcretion and plea- 
ſure, it is moſt reaſonable that we 
ſhould thoroughly acquieſce in his de- ' 
termination: even a Pagan Philoſo- / 
pher could teach'us, that this 4s rea- 


x lonable; who thas piouſly —_— 


his Speech 'to God: 
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be baniſhed-away, t0 Jo w- fo pak 
rich? Twilltn _ t0a 


- wbither thou wile; ; put on _ 
. mewhat garment thou Plea 
& *Jeft: Wilt thou have witty + 


.the reſt uſe me to.what be 


pleaſeſt. T do conſent -ux- 
to thee, and am indifferent. 
I refuſe nothing which ſeem- 
eth good to thee ; lead me 


'bt a governouy vr apr w 
man, to ftay at home' rn. 
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apologize for thee with men ; tins did 
Epitletus ſay, and fych ſpeecti well be- 
cometh-our relation to God? ſervarits 
ſhould 'be conrent with their Maſters 
appointments and' allowances; they 

ould "not onely themſelves forbeat 


to find faule withbut beready tomain- 


tain his proceedings againſt any, who 


ſhall preſume to. reprehend or blame 
them. Eſpecially fuch ſervants as we 
are, who, ner we-have done all things Luc, 17. 10. 


commanded us, maſt acknowletge , that 

we are unprofitable ſervants ; ſuch as 

can bring no conſiderable. behefit to 

our Lor Ka any-wife advance his 
c 


ſtate ; ſuch as therefore carinot- chal- 
letige any wages from him, more than 


he out of mere favour is pleaſed to 
allow : Could we, by our labours, en- 


- rich God, or raife him in ipyity, or 
\ prociite delight to him, it oiight ſeem 


cohruous that he fHonld arifivera- 


BY en us'; bit as he getreth no- 


thing by us, fo we canner requite any 
tlilng frot hin; belt ſervices do 
indeed rather x16&d pardon, than de- 
ſerve any reward ; No matt hath lived 
fo well, chat tie can precehid: on Oar 

ed rmuc 
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behind-hand in _ his. accompts. wi 
God, having received from God far 
more of benefit than he can return to 
him in-ſervice : No man, without ex- 


4 
Yr 
: 


treme preſumption, and ' arrogance , 


can offer to preſcribe, in what meas 

ſure, or what manner God ſhould re: 

ward him. | Sb \ 
Again, if we conſider our ſelves as 


the children of God,: either by þirth 


or nature, or by. adoption and grace, - 
How can we be diſcontent for any . 
thing? Have we not thence great rea- - 


ſon to hope, or rather to be confident, 
that we ſhall never want any good 
thing ( neceſſary or, convenient. for , 
us } that no great evil ſhall ever op- 


preſs us? For is not God. hence by 


paternal diſpoſition inclined, is he nor, 
in a manner, by pin duty, :enga- ' 
ged, in all needfull occaſions, ay | 
ply and 'ſuccour us ? Cati we' ( wit] 
out great profanenes, and io leſs fol 
ly ) ſarmiſe, that he, which js fo im- 
menſly, good, will be a bad ( an_un- 
kind, or a negle&full) Father to ws? 
No, as there is no other Father in 


goodneſs comparable to him, ſo none, _ 


real efſeQs of benignity, .can come 
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near him ; ſo our Lord affureth us: 
If ye ( faith he) being evil, know hou) Mart. 5-1t- 
| to give good things to your childres ; - 
How much more will your heavenly Fa- 
ther give good things to his children 
that ask him? Es 

If we confider our ſelves as Chri- 
ſtians, we have Nill more reaſon to 
praiſe this duty : As ſuch, we are 
not onely ' poſſeſſed of goods abun- 
dantly ſufficient to fatisfie our deſires ; 
we have hopes able to raiſe our minds 
above the ſenſe of all preſent things ; 
we have entertainments that ever 
may divert our minds , arid fill out 
hearts with comfort ; but we have 
allo an-affuratnce of competetit ſu | 
Plies of temporal goods ;. for, Godl;-  Tidi. 4. 
neſs is Profitable to all things, having th# 
promiſe both of the preſent life, and of | 
that which is to come : and, If we ſeek viatr. 6: 338 
firſt the kingdom! of heaven, and its 
righteouſneſs, al theſe things ſhall be 
added unto as. It is indeed ſtrangely 
unhandſoms. for a Chriſtian ever to 
droop, or to be diſconfolate ; for a : 
friend of God, and an heir of Heaven ' 
to: think he wants any thing, or fear 
that he ſhall ever want 4 for himi, 
| F - wlioſe 
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as deeply to reſent it. 
Again, if- we tefle& upon our 
ſelves as rational \men,. How for 
ſhame can we be diſcontent > Do we 
not therein much diſparage that ex- 
cellent perfeAion of .our nature ? 
Is it not: the proper work of reg- 
ſon to prevent _ hurtfull or . of- 
fenſive to us, when that may be done; 
to remove them, if they are remove- 
able; if.neither of theſe can be com- 
paſſed, to allay and marie them; fo 
that we: may be able well to ſupport 
them 2 Is it not its. principal uſe. to 
drive away. thoſe fond conceits , and 
_ to quell' thoſe troubleſome paſſions, 
which create, or foment diſquiet, and 
. diſpleaſure to us 2 if it cannot doe this, 
What doth-it ſignifie 2 To what pur- 
. poſe have we it? Is not our condition 
really worſe than that of brute beaſts, 
_ If reaſon ſerveth onely. to deſcry the 
cauſes of trouble, but cgnnot enable 
to bear it ? All the reaſons we have 
' produced , and all that we ſhall 
produce againſt diſcontent , will, if 
we are reaſonable men;, and reaſon 
availeth 


be fo concerned with any thing here, 


availeth any thing, have this let 


TWherefore conſidering our ſelves, 

our capacities, our relations, our aQti- | 
ons, - it is moſt-reaſonable to be con- 
tent with our condition, and with 
whatever doth befall us. 
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_ The Third Sermon, * 


of 


PHIL. IV. ir 


I have learned in whatever ſtate, &c. 


HI. W VArther, if we conſider our 
condition ( be it what it 
=-___ will, how poor, how mean, 


how deſpicable and forlorn ſoever) 


we can have from 'it no reaſonable 
ground of diſcontent. 

| x. Our. condition in this world 
cannot A rightly eſtimated, and well 
managed) be extremely bad, or for- 
rowfull 5 nothing here can occur in- 


Ops, or very. grieyous in it 
ſelf; we cannot, if we pleaſe, want 
any thing conſiderable, and the de- 

whereof may not be ſupplied, or 


ſupported by far better a 
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if wh are big G i of ome © 


tha, ws | iow ghee or very 
Il ape us. it's no wonder if. we 


do want them, that our condition is * + ..; 
unpleaſant to _us;. if we take other <. 
things for huge evils, then, if - they 
' | be incymbent on us, we can hardly 
ſcape . being diſpleaſed ; but if- we 
thoroughly look through ſuch things, 
and ſcan them exaQly, valying them, 
not according to fallacious impreſſions 
of ſenſe, or illufive dreamings of fan- 
 & cy, but according to ſound dictates of 
reaſon, we may find, that neither the 
abſence of the former, nor the pre- 
ſence of the latter doth make our con- - 
dition much worſe, qr render. our 
| caſe deplorable. 

We are, for inſtance, poor : that 
condition, rightly weighed, is not fo 

very ſad : for what is poyerty ? what Terr. & 

but the abſence of a few ſuperfluous Par. 7: 
things, which pleaſe wanton fancy 
rather than anſwer need ; without b 
which nature is eaſil ſatisfied, and "I 
which if we do not afte&t, we. carinot , 
- | want? what is it but to Todd in 7 
| wear courſe clothes, to PI 3 
| feed On plain and __ ——_— - by ox, Socra Kola W 
1 F 3 fare, 


Vid. Plut. in 
. rift, 


what great harm in this ? It is a ſtate, 

which hath its no ſmall conveniences 

and comforts, its happy fruits and 
conſequences ; which freeth us from 

many cares and diftra&tions, from 

$i vis vacare Many troubles and crofſes, from ma- 

, animo - _ hy encombrances, many dangers, ma- 
Feriet, aut Dy temptations, many forte diſtempers 
pauperi ſimi- of body and ſoul, many grievous miſ- 
#.':..; Chicfs, to which wealth is expoſed; 
phileſiphan- Which maintaineth health , induſtry 
_— and ſobriety ; difpoſeth' us to feed 
pertos expedi- heartily , to move nimbly, to ſleep 
ref, fears ſweetly ; which preſerveth us from 
Ep. 179. luxury, from fatiety, from ſloth and 
Sepiks pax ynwieldineſs. It yicldeth diſpoſition 
pers © Foes of mind, freedom and leiſure to at- 
|. Sen. ©.80. tend the ftudy of truth, the acquiſt 
VP | of vertue. It is a ſtate, which many 
3 have born with great chearfulneſs ; 


nbraced ; which is allotted by 
divine' wiſedom: to moft. men ; and 
which the beſt men often do endure; 
yp DET +: Hoa 
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many (very wiſe men) have volunts- 
em 
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to which God hath declared an efpe- Pal. ro. 14. 
cial regard, which the mouth of truth 3515010: 
hath proclaimed happy ; whichtheSon 13. 146. 12. 
of God hath dignified by his choice, 145-7-147-2: 


and ſanCtified by his reking deeply jam. 2. 5. - 


thereof: and can fuch a condition be Iſs 66. 2. 

very loathſome; can it reaſonably dif- 

pleaſe us? of 
Again, thou art ſuppoſe fallen-into 

diſgrace, or from honour and credit 

art depreſſed into a ſtate of contempt 

and infamy ? this alfo' rightly prized 

is no ſuch wretchedneſs; for what 

doth this import 2 what, but a change 


_ of opinion in giddy men, which thou 


doſt not feel, which thou art not con- 
cerned in, if thou pleaſeſt; which 
thou never hadſt reaſon much to re- 
gard, or at all to rely upon > what is 
thy loſs therein ? it is the breaking of 
a bubble, the ſinking of a wave, the 
changing of a wind, the cracking of 
2 thing moſt brittle, the ſlipping a- 
way of a thing moſt fugactous and 
lippery ; what is honour, and fame, 
"but 'thought , and what: more flit- 


[0 
« thought 7 and why art thon diſplea- - 


fed at the loſs of a thing ſo'very flen- 
 . 


_— fooner gone away than ©: > 
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p10. contempt > But wow ( 
they that are younger than Þ have me 
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der, and flimme? if thou didſt know, 
its nature, thou canſt_ not be diſap-. 


pointed ; if thou .didſt .not, it was 
worth thy while to be thus informed. 
by experience, that thou mayſt not 
any more regard it, Is the contempt, 
thou haſt incurred, from thy fault ? 
bear the conſequence thereof patient» 
va and doe thy beſt. by removing 
the cauſe to reverſe the effe: is it 
in thy innocence, and. be pad that 
thoy art aboye the folly and injuſtice 


of thoſe, : who contema. thee. . Let 


thy affe&ions rather be employed in 
pity of theirs, - than in diſpleaſure for 


thy own caſe. Did (let me ask thee 
gain) the good opinion of men pleaſe 


a 
thee ? that pleaſure was fond and vain 
and it is well thou art rid of it; did it 
not much affe& thee > why then doſt 
thou much grieve at the.laſs thereof; 
Is not alſo thy fortune in this kind 
the ſame. with that of the beſt men} 
have not thoſe who have . deſetyed 
maſt honour, been expoſed to. moſt 

"Jab cquld ſay) 


undeſerved and cauſcleſs ? be ſatisfied. 
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ement. 93 
far from me, and: ſpare not to ſpit w 
my. face. ' And, 1 am, (could © thar Phil. 22.6, 7. 
great and good King ſay ) a worm, 
and no man ; a.teproach of men, and 
deſpiſed. of the people ; All they that 
ſee me, laugh me to ſcorn ; they ſhoot 
out the lip, they ſhake the head.— 
and, we are defamed, we are reviled, 1 Cor. 4 12; 
we are made as the filth of the world, '% 
and the off-ſcouring of all things unto 
this day, could the holy Apaſtles fay ; 
and He is deſpiſed and rejefted of Io 53. 3 
men— he was deſpiſed and we eſteemed F 
him not, was ſaid of our Lord himſelf; 
and can this condition then in juſt e- 
ſteem be ſo very pitifull, or grievous? 

Byt thou art. perhaps troubled be- 
cauſe thou art wrongfully cenſured, 
odiouſly traduced and detamed, abu- 
ſed by ſlander, or by detra&ion ; Exemyl. Je- 
which ,aſperſeth 'thee with things T7orms: 
whereof thou art no-wiſe guilty, or 16. 
repreſenteth thee in a charaQer un- paw 4, 
worthy of thee: Be it ſo; what then ? dignus ſum - 
why doth this ſo much affect thee > | 94m mud 
Is not every man ſubjett to theſe zz. 35. (ad 
things? are not.the greateſt men; are Aſlam.) 
not- the 'wiſeſt men, are not the beſt 
men liable to the ſame} yea chiefly 
Bus liable 
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can doe thee.. : 
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* mark of envy and obloquy ? can any. 


liable, excellency being the- ſpecial 


ood men eſcape free of them among 

| _ bad men, whoſe doings as 
goodneſs doth reproach, ſo'it provo- 
keth their - malignity > Canſt thou 
imagine to paſs thy days in ſo unjuſt 
and ſpiteful] a world without incur- 
ring ſuch bad uſage? can ſo man 
vain, ſo many bold, ſo many lawleſs, 
tongues be tied up, or kept within 


' compaſs of truth, or equity ? Wilt 


thou ſuffer. it to be in the power of - 
any man at his pleaſure ſo eaſily to 
diſcompoſe and vex thee ? becauſe he 
will be bad; ſhalt thou be miſerable ? 
why. doſt thou not rather pleaſe thy 
ſelf in the conſcience 'of thy endea- 
vouring to deſerve and doe well ; in 
thy innocence, and clearneſs from the 
blame which they impoſe on: thee ; 
in thy having given no'cauſe of ſuch 
offence and outrage ?' why .doſt thou 
not rather pity their unworthineſs, 
and unhappineſs, who ſtoop to fo 
mean and baſe pradtices, than fret at 
them, as bad:to thee? they doe them- 


ſelves far more miſchief, than they 


- 


And 
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And why. doſt thou not conſider, 
that indeed thou pp ji of many 
faults, .and full of real imperfections, 
ſo that na man can eaſily derogate 
from thee: more than thou deſerveſt : 
he may. indeed tax thee unjuſtly, he 
may miſs in the particulars of his 
charge, he may diſcoyer groundleſs 
contempt, and ill-will toward thee ; 
but thou knoweſt thy ſelf to be a 
grievous ſinner, and .it is juſt that 
thou ſhouldſt be reproached (God, 
for thy humiliation, or thy correCti- 
on, may have ordered him, as David 
faid he .might have ordered Shimez, 
to curſe thee) thou haſt therefore 
more need to be humble in reflexion 
on thy ſelf, than to ſwell with diſdain 
in 45 a to his injury. | 

Thou ſhauldſt improve this dealing, 
and make it wholſome to thee; by ta- 
king occaſion thence to. corre& thy 
real faults, and endeavouring to |be- 
come truly more worthy 3 that fo 
thy conſcience may be a firm bulwark 
againſt all detraction. and. obloquy : 
In fine, fatisfie thy ſelf by committing 
thy ſoul with patience in well-doing 
unto thy Judge, who aſluredly will 

= 


Ep. 83- 


fc Con ——y 


ment is onely 'worth zarding, 

hf bribe with df Dkr! |. 
Again,  Beiog diſappointed ' and 
croſſed in the ſucceſs of their pro- 
je&s, or undertakings, is wont to put 
men, as they conceive, into a-wotull 
caſe : but why ſo? why' (let me ask 
thee, who art diſcontented upon this 
ſcore) didſt thou build much expeCta- 
tion upon uncertainties? didſt thou not 
foreſee a poſſibility, that thy deſign 
might miſcarry, and if ſo, why: art 
thou not prepared to receive what 
happeneth ? was it not an adventure, 
why then art thou troubled with thy 
chance? Is he not a filly gameſter, 
that will fret and fume at a bad caſt; 
or at the loſs of a game? didſt thou 


| refer the buſineſs to God's diſpoſal - - 


and arbitrement, if not, thou deſer- 
vedſt to be croſſed, and rather confeſs 
thy fault, than complain of thy for- 
tune ; if thou didſt ſo,” then be con- 
ſiſtent with thy ſelf, and acquieſce in 


' his determination : In fine, what is 
thy voſs 'tis of thy 'care and pain } 


would i it have been much better, that 
thou 
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| SG r, will prote&t thy 7 repu- 
key m_ thy innocence: . his 


thou hadft been careleſs--or idle ?' but 
haſt. thou -not in lieu: of them - got 
ſome wiſedom and experience? haſt - 
thou:not (if thy attempt! was reaſo- 
nable and worthy) exerciſed thy wit, 
thy courage, thy induſtry? haſt thou 
not. (by thy' deteat). got an- opportu- 
nity to expreſs equanimity and pati- 
ence ? if thou ſo improveſt thy dif- 
appointment, thou art 2 gainer by 
thy loſs, thou doeſt more, than conquer 
by thy defeat : however ſince the 
gain, the credit,. the preferment thou 
didſt aim at, and. haſt miſſed, are 
things in themſelves of no great value, 
and ſuch as thou mayſt well ' live 
_ without, ' as other good men have 
done, thou canſt not have much rea- 
ſon. to be diſpleaſed upon this -ac- 
compt, or to reckon thy condition 
very diſaſtrous. 

But friends, will ſome man ſay, 
have been unkind, have been ungrate- 
full, have been fickle and falſe, have 
negleted,,. have deſerted, have 'be- 
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trayed me? /t was not an enemy, that'Plal. 55. 7; 


reproached me, then 7 could have born 
zt, &rc. , this is indeed commonly moſt 
grievous ; yet being ſcanned will woe 

render 
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Jam ſbi pe- 


nas dedit 


F peccavit. I 
© . deGr.2. 30 


Of Contentment. Serm. TI. 


render a man's condition fo lamen- 


9 table : for, ſuch misbehaviour of 


friends is more *their calaniity than 
ours: the lofs'of bad friends is no 

damage, but an advantape ;\'tis but 
the loſs of a miſchief, and' @ trouble: 
the fewer we come to have of ſuch; 
the more time we fave, the leſs trou- 
ble we meet with, the greater fecu- 
rity we enjoy. The kindneſs we have 
ſhewed, the obligations we have pur - 
on ſuch, are not quite loſt, they will 
bring the reward due to humanity, 
and fidelity ; it will yield ſfatisfa&tion 
to us, that however we have been 
kind and faithfull to them. The fi- 
delity of remaining true friends ma 

ſatisfieus; however if all other friend- 
ſhips ſhould fail, there is one remains, 
worth millions of other friends, who 
can never prove unfaithfull, 6r incon- - 
Kant, who never will be unmindfull 
of us, or deficient in kindneſs toward 


- The death of friends doth it may 
be oppreſs thee with ſorrow. 


:- But canſt thou loſe thy beſt friend; - 


canſt thou loſe the preſence, the con> 
verſation, the proteQion, the as 
j | tne 


OP Oe ata” Hanis toe LS hol {Es ch 
TP OTE NEIL I 8 - > 


Serm.IIL Of Contentment; 99 
the ſuccour of God ? is he |} 03 8dvivunrs' ble 
not immortal, is he' not ror ng 
immutable, is he not .in+ x«2wWivr Sar 53 cuh- 
ſeparable from thee? canſt » HOT” 
thou be deſtitute of friends, ; | 
whilſt he ſtands by thee 2 
Is it not an affront, an hei» *AmHuler nirw wgg- 
nous indignity to him, to 1625 haredr ® mvdnls, 
behave thy ſelf, as if thy | P 
happineſs, thy welfare, thy 
comfort had. dependence on any other 
_ _ is it not a _ ule c RF 

unwilling to part with any thing, 74: Greg. 
when he calleth for it? T ung _ 

Neither 4s: it a loſs' of 'thy friend, | 
but a ſeparation for a'ſmall time; he 
is onely parted from thee: - 
as taking a little journey, cur doles 3 periifſe non 
or goipg. for'a ſmall time \oedk? - ny mv 


: 


to repoſe;- within a while |” $6944 reverſurum 2 == 


we ſhall be:fure to meet  #iooft quam purcs mortem. 


again, andjoy fully to con» Tert. de Pax. 9s SelnEp.63, : 


gratulate, if we are ficin/-i;. - 

A better place, and more happy ſtate; 

Sremifmus, nos amifima';''we have 

ſent him thither before,: mot quite loſt 

him from 'us. oib 5 abrrziut wel 
Thy friend, if he:he''a good man 

(andin fuch friendſhips:ontly we can 


' have 
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himſelf in no bad conditi- 
on, 'and doth-not' want 
thee; thou canſt not there- 
fore reaſonably grieve for 


for thy ſelf is perverſe ſelt- 
iſhneſs and fondneſs. 
But thou-haſt loſt a-grear cottifort 
of thy life, and advantage to thy af- 
fairs here ? is it truly ſo? is it indeed 
an irreparable loſs, even'ſecluding the 


. conſideration. of God; iwhoſe friends 


| . ſhip repaireth all poſſible loſs? what 


Vid. Sen. 
Ep. 63+ 


is it, I pray," that was pleaſant, con- 


. venieut, /or- uſefull to: thee in thy 


friend, which may not in good mea- 


- ſure be ſupplied here? was. it a ſenſe - 

-.of hearty gon was it a ſweet 
freedom o } 

-, advice or kind aſliſtence /in- thy af-. 

' fairs ?' and mayſt' thou not find thoſe - 


converſation, was it found 


left, which: are alike able, and wit 
ling to mrlniſter thoſe benefits ?- may 
nat the ſame means, which knit him 
to thee, conciliate others alfo. to be 
thy. friends? he did not alone ſutel 
poſſeſs all the good-nature, all the 


delity, all the wiſcdom in the workd, 
nor - 


- 


him ; and to'grieve onely_ 


mayſt- 
good 


thee ; they, will be rea» 
ee with their ſweet and 


* 


beſt counſel and help upon any occa« 


of. perſonality, tather than want of 
=. Foul convenience that. diſturbeth 
thee ? _ _— 
In fine, the ſame reaſons, which 
in. any, other - loſs. may comfort us, 
ſhould. doe it alſo in this: neither a 
friend nor. any, other good thing we 
can- enjoy, under any ſecurity of not 
ſoon looſing it ; our welfare is not an» 
nexed to one-man.no.more than to a» 
ny. other inferiour thing ; this is the 
condition of. all good thingg, here to 
be tranlient and- ſeparable om us; 
ſhould be affe&ed 


and accordingly we 
> ta Fr attum eſt, mortale Mor tunm FI 


toward. | 


G © Bur 


{ie verrins i» nnkee leitch ; that. 
wes + is not conſideret; roars Arn 
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raters! dog apon ;-that 


_ , corruptioh, flatte- | 


: craft, imp 
re ther: 


I :" for ſo it hath always 
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nature of men, which Nierefols we 
ſhould no more be yexed at, than for 
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frightfull” "acid dol&ull,  theit we 


el 4 and: grieve at then. Mets 


narhes .(the names of poverty,” of dif 


grace; of. defect do ſcare us, "without 


conſulting ' reaſon ; | and” totifidt 
how- little -terrible' the things: 


themſelves.” 'We follow filly prejudis 


ces, judging that highly good; wh 


the vulgar admiteth, that" very evil;. 
which-the weakeſt fort of 'men are 


wont to:complairi of ;' hence fo com- 
monly doth 'our caſe ſeem: grievous; 


But in truth there''is'no condition 0 
bad, but if we manage-it well'and” 


wiſely, if we bend our mind to'com- 
ply with it, if we moderate' our þ 
ſions about the accidents'rhereof;'if 


we vigilantly'embrace and-enjoy the 


advantages -thereof, \may'not ww 
ſupportable, yea prove bat ponent 

table to'us; it' is our concei 
on froward humours, our 


behaviours, which vn 6 Mr > 
ble, which ſeemeth adhetent-'to any 


condition, andembittereth every ſt: jr | 


which frony any ſlight-octaſion'doth 
cregte veniniol,” afrum 


nethevery© 
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again ) ſo extremely bad;:thar it'can> 


'the bottom of -all calamity>;No'ſure- 
ly ; God's Providence will:not ſuffer, 
'the Nate of:things here can never ad- 
-it that-rd be: here are_ſuccours:al: 


lations or friends; the nataralpity and 
charity 'of- our neighbours: will pre- 
ſerve us 'from\ them; eſpecially per- 
ſons in any meaſure intocent/can ne» 


: fore never fail ſome good matter: of 
content in-what'iremains; a few:good 
things, well improved, may greatly ſo- 

"Jace us; butſhowever, let us imagine 
. {our caſe to be the wprirhat:agn be; 

-that a'confluetice:of all: temporal mif- 

chiefs' and wants hath-arrived; that 

'we are- utterly 'bereayed':of :all the 
-comforts this' world - afforded: that 


quite ſunk-in'our-reputation, deſerted 
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3. 1s our-«condition-{ let: me ack 
be-much worſe > Are-we-ſunk to 
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'ver come near them; there will there- 
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page: HA cuans 
d on':us 3' yet we'cannot: 
cient reaſon tobe difcontent; for that: 
nevertheleſs:we have ;goods left to us 
in.our: hands, or: within our reach, far 
ſurpaſſing all thoſe goods we have 
loft; much outweighing the evils-we 
do.-undergoe: 'when the world. hath 
done! its: worſt; we remain Maſters of 
things! incomparably.better:than it , 
and-:all-it:icontaineth ; the poſſeſſion 
whereof may; iand- ( if 'we be-wiſe ) 
will abundantly ſatisfie us. We are 
Men till, and have our reaſon left be- 
hind; which alone; in worth, :exceed- 
eth-all the treaſures of :theworldg in 
well-uſing which, and thereby order- 
ing all:things for the beſt, we become 
more'worthy; and more-happyithan 
the moſt fortunate. fool on earth; we 
may therein find more true fatisfaQi, 
on, than-any wealth, or:any«glory 
here ican; miniſter: ''we may'thave' a 
good .conſcience-left, (the ſenſe: of 
aving-lived - well : heretofore ;- or at 
leaft 2 ſerious-refolytion to —_ 
af ICICy 
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| enceand welfare, t 

| _ feffions can ſlow; we hve reſerve : 
bo 2 free acceſs to the verry par 
E. ; » and thereby 2 


of obtaining cms is 8 
we have; a firm rig a co forum 
4 em jk law ble wa form 
WP j whole 
®  {we-can if wonkeh ) enjoy God's 


- more 
abſence-of all es EIS 
by applying our ſelves and _ 
ſervice of God, we are infallibly 

| ble; of this na wordly force ale pe : 

- tune can defpoile us| we: having this, 

. our condition cannat.be poar', 'con- 

peels or Re 'tis indeed there- | 

moſt rich, . glorious and i 4 
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EH, On z that . ſe The 
Fzr. 8. 22: Prophet; and, Who. is. ol Fr fac 
aqek. pe Ger Jy; .Or Foe ket ne 
ou worſe e be folowers | 
pak Abick 5.8 7, Jaith, Sk Peter ; _ | 
Rom. 8. 286. We tnow Sach St.. Fact ) that, #6 
them who love God ofl things cooperate 
3 Tim. 6, 6. for ood ; and papel Cith he, ar, 
ch Le: 
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tent ? what we doe we: groan. or. 

.  . grixve for:.. 4 that. we do. 

-* +" want ? Is 4t.the Ko reaſon. ol El 
vertue., is it 's: 


deed we have. good ES "Ai | 
\ PITS for.che wank hag 


'of; Ke wy ths 
have hem grey and who- tat 
it if we'will not?! Who, if we 
- wilfully" deprive our ſelves of 
chem, will be concerned to mind/our 
complaints 7 But is it onely @ hump 
of traſh, or a puff of honour; ora fla 
of ' pleaſure, that we do'need? Is it 
that we cannot ſo delicately glut our 
bellies, or ſo finely cloath our-backs , 


or'ſo thoroughly ſooth our'fancies, as '' 


we: could: wiſh, that we ſo pitifully 
moan'? Is it being reſtrained. -1n ſome 
reſpedts from the ſwinge of our hu- 
—_— wm uo much 
or are ome per- 
ſors is it via we are cro Ayo oa 
that ſodiſcompoſeth and diſcou- 
rageth us? then are-we tottiſhly fond 
and Corey by in our” conceits; and our 
afſeQions: for proper it is to \childten, 
whien 'as. they want. no {olid'or ſub- 
ſantia a ook 'to-wail for worthleſs 
toies' and trinkets; *tis for children”; 
when they have not their will in pet- 
ty and impertinent matters, to' cry 
and lament; children are much _ 
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X 94 Of Contentment. Scroa ILL 
= ted with, every. ward, or little '(hew: 
that croſibth them; If we were (as 
: _— I4- radaly chargeth nba refociven 
if we had manly judgments, and 
ly aff jons toward'things, we hook 
not {o- appar or ſve: any of work 


or-by. hes 
to be. AA» «19 y we ſhould, 
with, St. Paul, fiyle any parins _ | 
70. $Aapegy. vhs YAnews, 0 
2 Cor. 4. 17. of afflition : we ſhould _ —_ 3 
Rom: 8:18: reckon. that the ſufferings of obs || 
preſent time are not worthy ta be com | 
pie with the glorits which ſhall bo” 
revealed. to us 3 we ſhould with Saint 
t Pet. 1.6. Peter greatly. rejoice, though for a ſear 
ſon we are" in beavineſs, through ma+ - 
; ys pw or afflictions: We ſhould 
oe condition here very tole- 


—_—— 

n-truth ( if we will not minee | 
ti matter , and 'can-;bear/ a aruth 

ſounding like a Paradox) ual 
condition is then better, when it ſeem- 
eth- worſe; then we have moſt cauſe 
to be glad, when we are aptelt 'to 
grieve's I 
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when we do: complain ;\that- ir ap- 

pad otherwiſe ro us, it is becauſe 

taxations of rhings we-do.or- 

Geary age (erate wt judge , 
1e, ot 


any diate of reaſon) like beaſts; 


preſent ſenſe, or iow" not examining 
thei intrinſick natures , or looki 
forward into their proper -fruits 


confequences. | 
 Adverſity ( or a ſtate, wherein we 
are not with all accommo- 


dations grarhll ro ſenſe 


ſoniewhat- "Goth: cleave to 

us offenſive to thoſe infe- 
riour powers of ſoul, Y i * 
the thing which we chief- / 
ly loath and abominate ; 
whereas in true ju 


wholſome , more * 
and beneficial to us; no- 


know 
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-, tive chaſtiſement $1490 
David. found.it; /t#, ſaid 
he, good for me.that:] have 


Tk. afflifted, that I might 
learn thy ſtatutes; and; our 


Lord himſelf, {a9 ag 
wv ima, He learned obe- 


dience from what he ſuffe 


ed. It. is the  Aca: , 


wherein vertue is acqui- 
red and exerciſed; ſo.God 


? .meank-it-t0 his oa en 
The Lord. thy God h 
' Moſes) led thee 5. forty 


ears in- the wilderneſs, that he mig 


humble thee, and. 


thee. So- the 


Wiſe-man faith, that by the ſadneſs of 


Fedeſ. 5, g. the countenance the heart is made het- 
Drew: 20, $0. ter ; and, that ſtripes. $a, .the -. 


imerd h; 


mb. 12: It. prot, 
am. I. 3- 
OM. 5+ 3. 


of the /b 
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It is the furnace of the. ſoul, F: LM 


in.it is tried, cleanſed and refined from ' 


the droſs of vain conceits, of perverſe 


humours, 


t. Serm. JIE" 
| are diſciplin'd: and pep teney; in . the- 
ledge of the beſt things, whence 
i is termed F204, that is, inſtruc- 
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And, Jt 
the \peace- 
able fruit of 46 ad to them that 
are exerciſed thereby. 
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'acce prable men in = it. 1 Bet Rs 
furnace + *adwver » .29I £ . 
It is the met whereby God re« RR 
_ ſturdy ſinners to goodnels, '..." _...; 
eth them to ſeek and ſerve him- Y 
ſelf; - ſo of the Jfraclites ES IRENE 
the Propher faith; Lord, in tk. 6 ic 29. 1+ + 
trouble have. they. wifited* - Pal, YR. 44 107- 4c. 
= they ' poured our. a. 34.36 | 
prayer when thy chaſtnj MVTY 
" #pon thew 4 oy F; ks ba aro #3 
in dfflittion. be heſought:the Lotd © 
bis God, and humbled himſelf $9" 
before the God of: bis Fathers ; {0! Ne- Dan. g. 34 / 


buchadnezzar, alter driven fom Ss 
his. Kingdo by" bis gore cr br re- 
Furne _ and. be bleſſed t the - IP i 


«Ns 
moſt, high, and.ptaiſed and hoonred . 
Td het liveth. for ever. So +76 FIRE 
himſelf, Before,: aid he;.)/ was afflifl = 
6 {end _ dry ere bis. 64h, nos 
Ohb9R 1 3F av; wil 
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-— bwhnn- doth prepare” 'men, s 

25 re Fry] 1 doth "Ehells then. to rhe. + 

3 ler Gone bleſſed RN X 
eb-a pr or Shot Our light 'afflittion ( faith - 

var Boks, *St. Poul ) which Foe ; 

riot Wha ke OY. 4 moment, worketh for as "fl © 

* 2 Cor. 4. 17» & far more wagy > and : 


—_ tit || Cerernal re 
bow xn erp ; nd; 7e- ( faith St £028 | 
-662/el 27720) 2 enemy ve though'nin' | | 
x Per. 1-6. for a ſeaſon, if ned be;''ye are tn hea? || *® 
+ '*:* neſs. through manifol. ery nan t 
$$.$-491 4.1. ar of your- erin hee 
more pretioas Ahw'bf that pe 
wy fn b 33 be trie wy wth $6, uy 
| anto wah ad honour,” and 
ety at\the appearing 9 of Feſus Chrift. 
is the nacure, ſuch the uſe IR | 


nord of ime | 
TEE 
nations , of the f | 
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Serm/ Wt. = nfen | 
and forces of his reafon ) w ; 
not mer wir forne rubs and croſſes + 
ro try himſelf and them with: the 
part of things he mult little 
underſtand, who hath not experien- E 4 
cd the worſt pare: he carinot Skill =. 7 
to wield and govern his paſſions, Te mm 
who never had thetn ſtirred up, and | '_ 7} 
rofſed about by croſs accidents : he "12" nl | 
can be nio good Pilot in' matters of * 1M 
humane 'fife, who hath not for ſome - 
timne fgiled ina rough Sea, in foul wes» 
ther;among fandsand ſhelves: he could 
have no good opportunity. of employ- 


in thorou hly,or iniprovin _— 
DN oe the 


had no. firaits to extri- | g 
on Hig from, no dif- We. ho _ — bonks 
tes to turmount , no apr naps 
hardſhips to ſuſtain : The 4 
| vertues of humility, of pa- "ork HL 4 3 
tience , of contentedneſs neceſſarily 
np Fad unknown to him, +16 whom 
ces, no wants, no ſore pains 
have artived , by well e - 
which, thoſe vertycs are Jearce 
planted ir the ſoul : Scarcecan be be- 
come. very charitable ,, or com- 
paſſionate to others, ho never 
PLE H 2 himſelf 
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' Clam moleſtie' i bujus 
aite fragilitate. - crebreſ- 
cunt, eternam nos 
deſiderare com : t. we 
dies qurppe 1jre pericutoſtor 
aft re 7 mAble- 
tus , ty magis cavendus 

ſe illicit diligi. quam 
chm admonet, cogitque con- 
tem. Aug: Ep. 144. 


i 


CIO PT * OG 
L REES 6 ds 7 — x A% 
po# oe +30" » LF bac W 
- 


ris ſuccurrere diſco. An. 


Wl 3-4. x DE " 6 
CL RAE Oe PSI IS WF - n 7 % f 
"0 R Ant « E x 


E + "100 Of Contentment.. Serm.Ill.. 
-Þ - himſelf hath felt the ſmarr. 
of affliction , or inconye-. 


niencies of any diſtreſs ; 


for even, as the Apoſile. 
teacheth is, our Saviour himſelf was” 

Heb- 2. 17, obliged to ſuffer tribulation, that he. 
15- 4+ 15 thence might become mercifud, and, 
diſpoſed to ſuccour the afflifted. (-No 
wonder, if he that liveth in continual 

r Sam. 25. proſperity, be a Nabal, churliſhand dif- 
* $þ courteous, inſenſible of other mens 
grievances: ) And how can he expreſs 

much piety or love to God, who is 

not ( in ſubmiſſhon to 


God's will, and for his 
fake ). put to ſuffer any 
thing grievous, or want a- 
ny thing defirable? ' When 
can he employ any great 


faith or hope in God, who 


never hath any viſible 
need of ſuccour, or relief 


from him , ' who, hath other preſent 
aids to confide in? How can he pure, 
ly delight in God, and place his ſole 
felicity in him > How can he. tho- 
roughly reliſh ſpiritual things, whoſe 
* afjeRions are taken up by 
ence of other goods, who 
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delights / ike but <} wocto Rl of 
theſe rhings can lay y ops. 
the te vai, the deceti PE, , 

fli pperinels of oO tradere  _ 
rar ? What but croſſes | 


difappoiritments here auners i 
withdraw our minds wy, ?, ads yon "i 


1 a fond + romyon beveficds 
ind” eager affeFion to- Tikes ” 


ward this world} What _ 

but' the want: gi "theſe 3 joys and -ſatis- 

factions, can drive us to ſeek our fe- 

licity otherwhere? when the decezr Matt. 13, 22, 
if riches poſſeſſeth us ; How ean we 

judge right of things? when cares a- 

bour them diftra& us, How can.we 


think about” ariy thing that is good? 7 Tim-6. 9 


when their ſnares 'entangle us, and © 124 


their clogs enchmber us, How can 

we be free and expedite in 

doing .good 2 when abun- = Dew 32. rs. 
dance fjatneth our hearts, - wor 13.6, © 
and eaſe ſoftneth our * pb Plal. 3o, 6, Jer, 22. 
rits; 00 ſuccel'f be" vp Amo 6. 1, Oc, 

our minds we, 2 
f cad ſloth (the al- 


- moſt inſepat? 7 o Scat largeand 
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dom, what vertue are we liketo have } 
[Seeing then adv 
afeenet & rxie 6 fo whole and af 
i | the remedy of ſo great 
en a pho miſchiefs, the Yaſs of ſo 
jane nerhegh great benefits to us, hy 
_— 

cipie. Terrull. ce Pat. 31. therewith 2 to be 
'O Suepwrorufs w fed with it, is to be diſplea- 
_— CE ſed with that which is moſt 


arÞy. 5. | needfull, or moſt conve- 


nient for us, to be diſplea- 

ſed with the health and hey of 
our fouls ; that we are. reſcued from 
errours and vices, With ell their black 
train of miſeries and miſchicfs; to be 
diſpleaſed that we are not detained 
under the reign of folly and wicked- 
neſs, that we are not ingvitably made 
fools and beaſts. . To be diſguſted 


with Providence for afflic- 


"H. reewrer 147g. tion or povertyigs no other 

3 Crater reflec. han as if W << 

gry with gur Phyſician for 
_—_— a parge,or for 
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ence, we ſhall find , that «exc»/. Tert. Scop. 5» 


as many have great 'cauſe 


to bewail,; that they have been rich , 

that they have been blinded and cor- 

rupted with- proſperity , that they - 
conſolation 


have- received--their 


here ; Luc. 6. 24» 


UN. 5. Io 


ſo many have great reafon to be glad, Js 1G. 


that they have been poor, 
that they have been diſap- 
pointed ; that they have 
taſted the bitter cup ; it 
having inſtru&ed and cor- 
r them ; it having 
rendred them ſober and 

conſiderate ; induſtrious 
: H 4 


Let our condition be 
what ir will, we are the 
ſame. It doth not chan 
us in our intriofick 
or ſtate. It is but 2 gar- 
_ about uz, or as Wea« 


=Egz0 utrin, 
Nave ferar magnd an 
= ferar unus (f oem, 
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ent? Why ſhould not the'expectati-- 

: won-of fi Fuits Qatisfic us.2- |: 
not fuch*a' condition,” 

yo apo better" in'it ſelf, "ſeem 

unto us ?-we cannot, if we 

- hav , but approve'it in our 

judgment ;- by then are we not ful- 
ly-reconciled unto it 11-our afſe&ion ? 
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dence i in pes. 7 Very preſuming on 
morrow , for thou knoweft mo what a 
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Doorn i 'it i bids Yo 5 fecing 
Jr. aut deſinat, aut in als neither ( conſider ing the 

' enum caput tranſear. Sen. , frequent viciſſitudes' that 
: | oceur, and the flux nature 

of 'all thingy here ) is each of them, 

in it ſelf, le;z;and the ogntinuance 

of each abſolutely dependeth on 

God's why dilpok 6. our as Gog 


often” doth overturn es to hu- 
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40- - -,' : COMLaMmpr p08 £ FENCES, 
; Ie.25 5 Jb$-I1- weakeneth the: ftrength of 
A 4124.17 hermughtys do be. EA 
*% . the poor oat of $66; daft, aud 
; Pal. 113-5 197; 41+, \diftexhithe neqdprane of the 
bil: He 5gfteth down 
the mighty ſow their deat and uel- 
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eth. the rich empty pris th 

the hungry with goed things, He ma-: Job 5 18. 
| pourdeth, 1 Sam. 2.7. 


keth ſore, and bindeth wp, 
and his ones agg es > 6 X 
the reaſon a oor ot things, __ ek, ant - for 

| the nature of God, if our NE NF derrizos 
ſtate be at preſent bad.or <fwmnr, 0/1 35 Toru 
ſorrowfull, we have mare Tha. xp. 14 
reaſon-'to he Ca its. [a | : 
mendment ; to verſis - metnls 
its continuance. If indeed PSurkg ye ne F 


Alteram fortem bend pre- a 
| went.on in 4 paratum peZus. Hor. Car. 4 
track, merely. accordi #10. $6 m. 
to'a blind and - ” 


chance, or:a Riff and unalerable ne- 
.ceſlity ; if therewere no remedy from - 
Gad's Providence. or fppor by his . 
grace to expected A even ” b 
then there. would- be no. reaſon to s Þ 
grieve,” or complain (grief would be - 4 
unreaſonable becauſe unprofitable, 2 
complaint would be vain, becauſe. for- : 
tune and fate are deat.) yet our infir-.. _ 
mity might ſomewhatexcuſe that idle = | 
procnenGs / but Fince wo? a Sparrow yi. 16.99, © 
alcth to ls , #0 a bair of our 30. + 


Rd prifet oothing atzall jailach Luc. 2» *6, | 5 4 : b 


* 7. wr 
. 
oa $6 has > rg ; "- . 
SASH IIA 5 LID $4 he id 
= CE Ng 3 RO $00, FOISEIS: * » 
. 9 


oth Cr 


.- A tr act of = F bh 
a TRE FG} LAT th A; 
FP: et Mod. i AE. 2008 p x : & 
PCS nd” ED. f oy 


103 © 


$5 23». 37+ 5 


: 
i doe” AS + ihe +. 2 ECGs INE mn Aa Res 
N 9 - 5 BEER 21 134 : bra ts. " 
oy ERIE Wes B32; 85, ends, P 4 ax 0 A DEIEY) \ 
ay vs #-- % CREST H LR «3, "7s by 
k gs 
, Yy 
of on 


thetical expreſſions in the 


Hoſ. 11.8 Jer-31-20- Prophets ; His bowels 
| Tia, Ps: 95:  ſolnd; and are troubled, 


big tart is turned. within 


Luc. 12. 29, 3. Heb. him; In all their affiiaions 

| 33+ 5: Natt. 6. 33. put he was afflifed.) Since he 
4.6, 1 $47, * farther , hath by promiſe 
| obliged hirnſelf to care for 


us.to fupport,and ſuccourus ; we have 
all reaſon to*hope, yea firmly to be- 
lieve ( if at leaſt we can find in our 
hearts to'hope,” and to believe ) that 
we ſhall, as'foen as it is good and ex- 
pedient for 'us, find relief and: caſe ; 
we ſhall have that Tuxgico Eo9uey, 
that ſeaſonable ſuccour , of - which 
Apoſtle 'to' the Hebrews ſpeak- 
eth. | 
Hope lieth at the bottom of the 
worſt condition: that can 'be''; 7he 
poor ( faith Fob's' friend ): hath | hope ; 
and the rich can have-rio more; the 
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furure' being "7qually cloſe to __ | 
x : t I 


otherwiſe, than'by the'voſinary dif- : 
poſition of a"moſt" wiſe and' gratious 

"God; fince "he doth always firitly | - 
view, and isvery fenfibleof our priefs; 
yea doth in a "manner ſympathize > 
with them '( according to thoſe pa- : 


"E” 2 Ciba oh FE 
Te ph , 


R Germ. IV. of >a 


the one can ve no. greater aſſurance 
5 to keep = homo. than p ings th 


bath 4 get. what. he neegeth ; yea 
clearly the . poor hath the advantage 


in the caſe ; tor God hath more declas 


red , that he will relieve the. poor 
man's want , than that be will pre- 
ſerve the rich man's ſtore: If then-we 
have in every condition.a hope pre- 


ſent to us, Why do we graeve | as thoſe 1 Theſy. 1. 
who have no hope * having ever ready, Heb. 6. 19. 


the beſt anchor that can be to reſt up- 
on. (for'in this rolling ſea of humane 


affairs, there is no firmer anchor than 
hope) Why do we let our minds be 
toſſed . wh diſcontentfull ſolicitudes 
and- fears? Why do we-not rather (as 


the, Apoſtle injoineth ) rejoice in hope; Row. 12.12 


than grieve, out of deſpair > Why do 
we = as the Prophet. th hy hes 


and wait quietly for the ſalvation of ate 25. 


the Lord ? the of lo repo ling 
our ſelves for the: ſuture .on b 
homme would be perfect; — 


09 peace according to..that. of the 
| Prop &, 7 boa. rp hey him-in, rf Iſa. 25. 3+ 


peace, whoſe mind js ftayed, in. thee, 
caſe he truſteth inthee ;. 5 ns 


UW mes dl patient 1 man wH bear for x Kecluſ 1:23, 


a time, 
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Marc. 6. 34 Take not 
morrow | y re cheaght for the 


things. . 


ATTN SORE JO Re A ANN e ; 


"Dan = ww. - 
a tine, and afterwards joy Pas Joi. 


unto him.” 

"The trutfi is, and ir ſcemerk very 
obſervable, -in order to our purpoſe , 
chat _moſt diſcoment ariſeth nor from 
che ſenſe 'of incumbent evil, bur from 
ſuſpicion , or fear of- ſomewhat ro 
cone ;' Althongh God ar preſent dif- 


penſeth z cotnperency of food and 


. | rayment , #{though we ate in a to- 
lerable condition, and feel no exrremi- 
- ty of want or pain, yet not deſcrying 
the way of a-futu re proviſeon for us, 
anfireroble: to our deftres, we do trott- 
ble our re EE demeanour Ne 
great? ce, ar 
i gd e think God 


| "1 dat'ie nentfel} in tes Toa 


667 Nevins --- fort, but to farniſh os'with 


ores, and allow ſect- 
A ao HE RR in 
hand , or - we cannot truft him for 
the fature; this is that which our 
| Saviour cantioneth ho rode 
-Frangrine dey phony 


the | 


* things of ff, ſlo 
is the evil t fo << An 
advice go leſs pe abs 
manifeſt] "full of —_ 
and wi 5 Rn; s For what 
b i5.it to an- 
on that evil' which 
we would avoid ; then, 
when we earneſtly deſire 
co put off ſorrow, to pull 
ic-roward us; to feel rhart 
miſchief , which poſſibly 
ſhall neyer be; to, ive it 


a being in our faticy, 24 jruet del? þ 
ery, Fo never have ky ol feiiri Ih | 


in nature? 1d we fol- 
low this advice, never fe- - 


ſenting (evils before they. te, he ou. _ 


cotne, never prejudgi 

bout future events aſt God's Pre: 
vidence ,, \ oa our- own. quiet ; 

__ Nantly d ding ont the Divine pront 
for us: falſe alarms , and 
ether Dag ac things, which ſhall « ne- 
ver come near us ; not: diſtur- 


*bed with' panick fears, ao diſcontene 
could ever ſeiſe upon us ; he the pre- 


fear Fo ſupportable ; our amind 
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- for ba Fn, of thi , we, þ 
have manifo d experiments. to. aſſure 3 
its vertue : as are in-. * 
{Rank bs. numerable Promiſes, that. 
: Wo$e 18. 49, 31-45. none who hope - in God. } 
pi. © POR 3% 9:9 ſhall | be diſappointed , ſo. | 
there are many illuſtrious. ? 
examples. of thoſe, whom 
' God hath .in remarkable 
manner , and- wonderfull 
meaſure  relieyed. from | 
wants and diſtreſſes, raiſing them out 
of deepeſt poverty , contempt ang 
worldly wretchedneſs, into moſt. 
nent grey of wealch and vrofperi- 
pecluſ. 2-10. ty: Look ( faith the ZZebrew Sage.) 
into the ancient generations, aud. ſee; 
- IWho hath truſted in the Lord, and 
Bath been aſhamed * Or who hath abie 
den in bis (fear, Fad hath been forſa- . 
hen 2 Or who hath invoked him, and 
he did over- look (or deſpiſe him?) If 
we look . into thoſe encrations 3 : we 
a there find Joſephour.. 
ut of priſon, advarig 
chief Governour of -a mo 


Seems IW- | Of Co : I * hs: b 
" ing, Kingdom: "Moſes from jan; exile}; - E 
us, a vagrant,: made the . Redeemer; 
od Commander of a pon Nati-: 
ON, : Fob out of extrerye, _ and Job42. Io» 
99; Io reſtored to bein wealth, 3 
honour #wice, greater than rhe greateſt 
men of the Eaſt: Daniel out. of captis ; 
ty, and+perſecution, became Predes! 
wy of. the greateſt Monarchy on 
earth. David. raiſed out, of rant: . 
meanneſs to-higheſt dignity, reſtored 
out. of extreme. ſtraits. into- a moſt . 


+  Proſperous:{tate; according to thoſe Pl. yr. 8: 


words of admiration and acknowledg- 5. » Bir « mars 
rent ; 5 O what. great troubles and _— , 
verftties haſt than ſhewed me; and yet 

af vhes: tirn and refreſþ i yea and 

teſt ime. from' the. deep of the: 

KA ji Ah : 7/00 haſt. broag 4 as to, 
great. ononr , and pt me On : 

Ks. feh.s + ;\Thus:. hath; God /emi-\ 
| y done: with divers.,, thus we 
= be aſſured. that he.will, doe com-; 
priently, with, us, if; with: the: like 

ith, and) patience, we do, as they, 
FN 'rely and;wait upon him. 

- Bur. farther, imagine or fuppoſe,. / 
that our conglition ( fo. irkfome. to us; © 
at preſent ) will A 6 hold on (oo: de 

; the. 
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1 Chron. 25: them, 


the utmoſt ; yes confider 0h dark 


ſoon wilt ecaſe; and chenge of itſeff: 


ſince we are: mortal, our evils cannot- 


be perpetual, we extinot 'I6n be it 
* NL WH G 


As it may debafe, and embitter aff 


the pro in the work, we 


ſder-, that t it is very” fading 


Hhort-lives;” that its ſplendour my Fry 


2 blaze, its ure but a flaſh, its 
__ the crachli "+ 


thorns ; fo it ſhould a 
Thrdr jy fweeten any AER. 
=774 f -ty , to remember, that it 


= pulſing aver, and Loy 


it were certainly determined, and we 
did as certainly know it,: thae thoſe 
things which cauſe our diſpkaſure , 
ſhould continue t h 6ur- whole 


life; yet ſince onr life ir ſelf will foon 
be fpun our, andwith it alloar world- 


ly evils will vaniſh, Why ate'we trou- 
bled» What is faid of onr-ſelves muſt 
in conſeq — be truely applied: to 


, Hikue mot ; they are winds paſſng and 


Ja. 4 + 4 coping wt again; theyare vaponrs ap- 


pearing 
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flee like a ſhadow, andcon- 
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death (: which" maybe very; near, 
"1 which caanct* be tariofff 15 a” fare 
"2 Havert/from All-the tempeſt -of life, a 

ſafe refugevftom all the perſecutions df 

2 22-14 gh6world;cafl infallible medicine for - 


Pea all the:diſeaſesof our mind, and of our 


ſtate: it wilsenlarge- us from alt re 

wilt Sis A hes, i i willdifchange all our debes; 

tra at. Ns vsfromall our toils, it: will 

"Nifle all our.cares, it wilt veil 'all-ouy 

diſgraces; -it willi ftiltall: pur. com 

plants;,and(þ60y:all our3Piſquietsk 

it will wipeall rears: frompur eyes, 

dads and banifvaltforrpwrfronvour hearts: 

Av; (rarity Perfectlyaoyilbdlevell all 

"toy Boe, FEY 1 conditions; ſetting the high 

wa. CR Fr NS ::60g dow; therithand poor, 

Phocyl. *\* > £1 + roxther wife! andi ignotant 

76 5x61 wa together wpanr even 

* "ou twat oe wie "pomp 
and-glories; fuigllowingcalb the: 

end: treafutegof the: worlkki!: Cots 

1o It-is: therefore bur\haldmg! outs 

bn {: bil awhileJand/all oor moleſtas 

Solos, 2} 46111 NO dioh;;/ of : [2ts, Own accord, 

leads, vow Ka 0 36 "25 piltexpireptime-certaim 

aig. Plut gd-apoll :r1:4y walk centelusgibur'iitls 

»:!: ''> 10detter that:wtſhould-vive 

that benefit WE y —_ 
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featly. comfort-us : It is þetter, by. ra» 
tional conſideration, to,work content; 
ig our ſelyes,. uſing the..brevity and, «+ ©: 
frailty of our life as an argument to. ” 
ſuſtain us in our adverſity; than onely .. ;. ---1 
to find the end thereof as a. natural: » 11 
and neceſſary means of\ eyaſion from, - 
A O——_ upon our Mox=" .1- - 7 
taurty, 1S eced, UPON MAAY.Aacco $. 
2 —_ antidote againſt ſen. 
tent ; -being apt'to extirpate'the moſt 
. radical cauſes-thereof...;-,; -. + |. - 
. Is it becauſe we much admire. theſe. 
worldly  thipgs ,, that we ſo much: 
grieve. for. the-want .of them 2; this 
will quell that.admirgtionz. For.how, +: + t 
can we admire them, if: we conſider, "M1 
how 'in regard to us they: are ſo very: 
tranſitory, and'evanid ,, How can we F 
deem them. much worth the having , — 
when we can, for fo little.time, enjoy; : 
them, muſt. Jo very ſoan-;quite part, 
from them. <0 14d 
. How. can.we dote.on, the: world ; 
' ſeeing. The,wor/d. (as St. Fohn ſaith), x Joh. 2. ay. 
paſſeth away, and the defire thereof 2..., x Gare 9-96 
 How.car. we value. any, worldly. ge...” 7 
glory, ſfince-A/ che g/ory;of mew is (a5 1,Rets 8: 24+ 
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Se. Peter tellech ws ) as the flower of 
the graſs ; (ines, us the Pſalmiſt ret 


, Pla 45.13. Map in honour #bideth not, but is ike 


$2.6. rhe beafts that periſh? _ 
Prov. 27-24 Howeun we ſet our bearton riches, 


31-4 confidering that Riches are not for 
RN ever, nor can-(as the Wiſe-men faith ) 


delrver from death ; that , as Saint 
Jam. 1. 11. Fames admoniſherh, The rich man fa- 
deth in his ways ; that it may be faid 
toany rich man, as it was to him in 


the Goſpel ; They fool, this night thy 
re ee 


Heb. 11. 25- /ife ſhall be required of thee, 
deed prepared - whom ſhaft it 
fat? How can we fanſie pleaſure, foe» 

PO ing if is but Mmelyzaga; ne ogg 

x'Cor. 159- yery temporary fraition; ſeeing how- 

32- | bs do rol drink, be it 
followeth., the morrow we hal die ? 
_ How cant we evennadmire any ſecu- 
lar wiſtdom , or knowledge, ok 


ie © OA 
7% wh 


chat it is (as the P/ahmift relleth vs) 


true. of every man, that——— 


Phil. 46.4 þreath goeth forth , be, returneth to 


his earth, th that very dey bjs thoaghts 


periſh; particularly it is een srheſi 


. men die, no otherwike _ the 
Pal. 4, 19: J3fh, and brutiſh perſon 
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nor wiſedois in the grave whither we 


wiſely like Judges or Philofophers for 
ods —_— if we do hot ad- 
mire thoſe ſhadows py re pen 
ſtate, Why do we ire any ap- 

IN gy this theatre ot che 
world, which are fcarce'a wht eſs 
deceitfull , or more durable than | 

y 2 

vor 4 it an envioas or diſdainfull re- 
gretat the advantages of others before 
us ( of others yonuge that ure un» 
worthy and unfit, or "that are, as we 
conceit, no more Worthy and capable 
than our ſelves ) that gnaweth our - 
heart? is it, that ſuch' perſons arg 
more wealthy, more honourable, in 
greater favour or repute, than we,that 
- vexeth us? the conſideration how fit- 
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is 9 work, wor device, nor Taowledye, © 


Oooa2?s Of Contentment. Serin:1V. © 

| Pſal. 37. 1,2- ſeveral: times: preſcribe. it 5 Free wot 
thy ſeif (ſaith he ). againſt evil doers, 
neither be thou envious | againſt the 
workers of "iniquity, for they ſhall ſoon 

_ | be cut down like the graſs, and wither 

FRE Pal 49-17- ag thegreen herb; and, again, Be wot 

FEST. afraid when one is made richJand when 

2 2 3 ho the glory of his houſe is encreaſed ; for 


HY3 b: L:., when he dieth he ſhall carry nothing 
2 3 0 , away, his glory ſhall not deſcend after 
T3  _ kim; and he being fallen into this 
Fit ſcurvy diſtemper, did follow his own 


"FF - Pal 73-3, preſcription, 7 was, faith he, exvious 
—_. at. the fooliſh, when I ſaw the proſperi- 
ty of the wicked—untill I went into 

tbe ſaudtnary of God, then underſtood 

# their per ſurely thou didſt ſet them 

in ſlippery places——— How are they 

brought intadeſotation as in:a moment ? 

So likewiſe doth So/omex ' preſcribe : 

 Prov-23: 17, Let mot ( ſajth he ) thine heart envy 
ca Snuers ; Why not 2 becauſe ſurely there 
#5 an end, and thine expettation ſhall 

not be cut off c>there will be a cloſe of 

- his undeſerved profperity; and a good 

ſucceſs /to-'thy:;-welkgrounded hope. 

$0 whatever:doth . breed: diſcoritent-, 

the reflexionupon Jour! martal and 

frail ſtate" will be: apt to remove it. y 


"INSERTS 
+ s. tut HG Was 
y ge TP UE He 


&r A. : F , 
* No hy 2s BG Ws — "= 7 2 -* ct lt "3, 
3$4..3 X go, <'o HIDES . 


*vIt was that which:comforted Fob'} 
| and fortified\his -patierice'> under ſo. © * 
the | grieyous:prefilures;” 44 the days of MY" Job 14. 14, 
ſoon ' appointed time (faid he) 7 will wart thlf te. 


her - mychange come: He would not be wea- 
wot | ry while he lived of hisafflictions; 4e- 
ex cauſe the days of man are ſew, and full Sen, 47. gi LE 
for of trouble : "Tf they are fall of trouble; | © 
mg and that;be-a ſadning confideration's + "Y 7 


er yet they are few, and that maketh a- 
US mends, that/is'comfortable. 7 
'n -- 7. Tadd;'that it is ſomewhat con- 
45 ſolatory to- conſider , "that "the worſe 
fe pur condition' is here:, the better. we 
' may. hope::our future-iſtate will be; 
a the more trouble and:forrow we:ers 
5 dure, the-leſs:of worldly :fatisfation 
y we enjoy here; the leſs:puniſhment we 
? have to/ fear;'the more comfort we 
e may hope to: find hereafter; for as-it : 
is 2 wotull thing to have received our © . = 
portion, to'have enjoyed 'our 'confolg=' 
tion in-this tife, 1lo'tis:a happy thing..,-. 
to have undergone our: pain here. A: -* 
Purgatory under-grounditis probably” * * 
2 fable ; but a purgatory» upon earth - 
hath good foundations z/God is: wot 

fo to order.it, that all men; that eſpe- 
cially good/men, ſhall ungergo'it - _ 
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_—_ Whit Son is. there whom the Fatber 
> Tk 21%: doth wot chaſten ?. Al that will hve 
© godly in Crit Feſus , not ſuffer per- 
ſecution. 
8. A like conſolation itis to conſider, 
that wealth and proſperity | ate great 


we muſt render 2 ftrit accompt , ſo 
that to whom much is given, from him 
much ſhall be x: fo that the 
are, in war burthen; from w : 

erty includes an exemption ; for 
halts rats; the leſs we have to 
doe, the 'lefs we are reſponſible for ; 
our burthen: is ſmaller, our accompt 
will be more eaſie. |» 

9. I ſhall in'reference to our condi- 
tion, and the nature of thoſe | 
which cauſe, our diſcontent, bur pro- 
poſe one conlideration; more, or ask 

| one queſtion: : What is it 
Toy us Sunery igi vs that we do-want, or wait 
Do Hi rec 6, for? Is it any good we 
pies | As el a Our Care 

a we can 
a cure? Is.it any evil oo 
affliteth us, which by the like means 
we can evade? if it be fo, Why then 
" we not Vigorouſly apply our ſelves 
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conks betlalie Why db ae: not; in- 
ſtead of idle vexation, and - 


inefſetual complaints, uſe —otighes oipn pa 
the means offered for our EIT Nope 1 


relief? Do we like and 

love trouble > let us then 

be content to bear it ; let us hug it, 

and keep it cloſe ; if not, let us em- 

on Sommers raqgrtnge us by nature, 
by occaſion, 'to repell and re- 

move 1t. 

But if we grieve and moan, be- 
canſe we cannot obtain ſome good 
above onr reach, or not decline ſome 
unavoidable-evil, what doe we there» 
by but palpably expreſs expreſs our folly, and 


_ onr woe ; adding 
henry Mipkafors kexfare to the heap 


eter p24 want pretiing 
more deeply on Ne penny on the ſenſe 
them? in fach a, caſe pa- 


tience js inftead of a re-  —Levin fi parientit 
medy, which, though it Qviapdd ovrigere off nofer, 


donot thor corethe 
malady, —y ſomewhat 
affleviateth 
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pe Xa; make -us foam, but will\not relieve 


TY TE or'eaſe us: -If we cannot. oo out -of; 
4 Oe, the net., or the cage, to flutter and: 
. \ * Eoriruny Ounce Will doe nothing; but batter: 
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But. farther, to allay our diſcon- 
I tents', let us conſider the world, and 
MM general ſtate of. men here. 
| ; I. Look firſt upon the world, as it 
is commonly. managed, and ordered 
by men : thou . perhaps art diſpleaſed, 
that thou doſt not proper and thrive 
therein, that thon doſt not ſhare in, 
the goods of it ; that its accommoda-, 
tions and preferments are all ſnapt 
from thee ; that thy. pretences are not. 
ſatisfied, and thy deſigas fail ; this 
thou doſt take to be ſomewhat hard, 
- and unequal; and therefore, art grie-. 
'ved. But if thouart wiſe, thou ſhouldſt: 
not wonder.;. if thou art. good, thou, 
ſhouldſt nat be, vexed Foteat :- for, 
as £8: bee "_ 
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claſh: witlvitg ſolations and 4 
ſigns d6'n00\ hy we with 
here.z2h on Mt-nor, & with 
. not'uſe: er tocom 
worldly endsz* Thou perhaps haſt 
joys ng -modeſt,: 1meere, fieady 
diſpoſition ; thou canſt' not be prag-= 
matical; and; boiſterous ;/ eager ' and 
fierce, importunately. troubleſome, iin- 
tolerably 2conſfident , unaccom 


verfaile,and:yarious 'Thow haſt cer= _ 


notionsabout-rightand 
certain 'Romantick fancies as 
bout anothep world 0 unlike: to this) 
which :thogndoſt : on adhere to'3 
and which have 'an- influence. 'uport 
thy: actions zithou haſta f cri 
 oqnſcienory othich. canrot* 

| hav advantageou uscourſe 
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This - work is = worldlings to 


poſſefs, and s ( ſay the. ; 
Rabbins Y' Gas GEES: 3 : E 
and aiebough: & 
moſt made it fo: = 
lifed ro" thnive in it, / can luſtily I 
buſtle, and: ſcramble ; who can fierce- I 

and buff; whio can fawn ; I 
who can wind and like a Ser- ; 


Tho whocan nearly tf vn. hana Ezatt 


any. whither. with any, wind ; te 


men of-im pregnable confidence, 
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; and irreſiſtibly 
| ell or ba 
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can bend it #0: $0 FOE ance advan= 
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ts * hither; wh fk: face.cnough, 
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thing; whe, have. Is none 
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veth their purpoſe ; not, caring, vi 


a «=:{bep fy, en bu - 
IF As be-it r (1 .1t "0 
pn t called vt 


4 20... es * Ng oy 


OW Texterty, ability, Knowldgs 


Buns en mn Au 6 6... 


er 9 op os 


Ps ide 
Fog 


"dd 


\ 


OOves "HOT , , ' 

' « (IEF TOO ? ; a TAR Tas » LY aA Sr ts 7 "I 

IS > 2 9 has Re at Ron Oe bon tt oi HAS as ot, N04 "IG -R y 4 me 
5 LES . $5. 5A Wo es LR ot 9 Be, ACE wa. ” RS Eu 4-3 CS w1S, > RE ry y 


of men; and of the wortd; and T know 


not what beſide; in the NV the - 


wiſedom of the world, and of the fleſh, 
craft, guile, deceit, wow, &c. Forſuch 
perfons it.is to flouriſh in this world ; 


Behold, theſe ( faith the Pſalmiſt )Pla13- 1 |, 
are the ungodly, who proſper in the *” 


world ; a7 who encreaſe in riches; 
They are not in trouble as otber men, 
neither are they plagued like other 
men ;' Their eyes ſtand out with fat- 
neſs, they have more than heart could 


wiſh : They it is who love the world, : Joh. 2.16 


who ſeek it, who ſtudy and labour 


'? for it, who ſpend all their time, and 


employ all their care about it; And 
is it not fit they ſhould have it? 
Is it not a pity they ſhould miſs it ? 


' Ts it not natural, that they who ſow 


to the fleſh, ſhould reap from the fleſh > 
Should not. they who uſe the proper 
means , obtain the end? Should not 
they arrive at the place, who proceed 
in the dire road thither ? 

But for thee; who canſt not find/in 
thy heart to uſe the means, why doſt 


thou hope to, compaſs the end; or 

grieve for not attaining it * Why doſt. 

thou blend and jumble fuch inconfi- 
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ſtences together,as the: cager deſires.of 
this, 6nd the RO of tt ns world } 
It_becometh : not \fuch a gallant. to 
whine , and pule. If thou. wilt: be 
brave, be brave indeed 3, ſingly, and 
_ thoroughly ; be not a double-hearted 
mongrel ; think not of ſatisfying th 
mind, and driving on other intereſts - 
together -; of enjoying the conceit,of 
being an honeſt man, with the deſign 
of being a rich or great, man; of arri- 
ying to the, happineſs of: the other 
. ., world, and attaining proſperity: in 
' this; Wouldſt thou enjoy.both theſ-3 
What conſcience .is .. there. 'ip that? 
Leave rather this world .unto thoſe , 
who are more fit for it, who ſeem 
better to: deſerve it,, who.yenture ſo 
much, and take ſuch pains for.it;. do 
net go $0 rob-them of this ſlender -re- 
ward; but with content fee. them to | 
enjoy the; fruits of - their, labour and *' 
--| hazard: : Be thou fatisfied with the 
*conſequences of thy vertyous reſoluti- * 
ons and proceedirtgs ; if it be worth 
thy, while to live innocently, modeſt- | 
ly and conſcientiouſly, doe it, and be * 
fatisfied ; ſpail not thine expectations: | 
by repining at the | want, of thoſe - 
me | things, | 
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der indompatible- with them ; Follaw - | 


effeftually . the holy Parriarchs;;; and 


Apoſtles, who, without , forſook 
all,:and: chearfally went thither, whi- 
ther. conſcience and duty called them ; 
if thou art not willing todaoe fo, Why 
doſt thou pretend to the ſame princi- 
ples; or hope ' for the like rewards ? 
Buc-leaving the conſideration of the 
world as man hath made it ; Conſi- 
der that this world is. not 


in its-nature,/ or, deſign, a #1 Cor. to. 13: 
place of perfect eaſe and _Nnganiauy tar 5 Gict 


convenience, of pure de- | Job. q. wars 


light and fatisfaction: What 2+ (7. 106, ) 


is this world but.a region 

of tumult” and trouble; a theatre of 
vanity and diſaſters; the kingdom of 
care; of fear; of grief and pain ; of fa- 
tiety, of diſappointmeat, of regret and 
repentance ?\-we:-came not hither to 
dog our will, or enjoy our 
pleaſure; we are not born 
tomake laws for our ſelves, ad Apollon. 
or'to pick our condition - 

here: No, this world is a place of ba» 
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another better countrey 


lers Y if-we-can Ararat ace" 
commodation, if we :can'make>any': 
hard ſhift; It ſhould not 'be ' ſtrange 
to-us,/if in this our pþ ination we: 
paſſages; foul: 
ways, hard lodging, ſcant-'or courſe 
fare ; if we complainiof ſuch things, 
we do not ſurely conſider where we 
are, whence we came, whither weare 
going ; we forget that we-are the ſons 
of Adam, the heirs of fin and-ſorrow, 
. who . have: forfeited our 'reſt and: joy 

earth; | we 'conſider. not, - how: 


Þrornfionlr a the effects; are of: thar 


_ rd cur ft and curſe, which 
ollowed ow tranſgreſſiqn ; we 
nd not'that the perfofti | 
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